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Dear Parents/Carers,  

This week has been filled with many wonderful opportunities for the children to participate in 

during the school day. I was invited to watch the Year 2 street dance performance on Thursday 

and what a treat it was! The children had worked together over the last few weeks of term to 

choreograph and create their performance. Myself and children from year R and year 1 joined the 

audience and were able to watch the whole of year 2 perform together and it was fantastic!  The 

concentration of every single pupil coupled with their energy and enthusiasm led to a great 

creative piece to watch. Well done to all in year 2 and Mrs Ambler!  

Today the children in Year 3 and 4 have been immersed in their history topics of Vikings and 

Egyptians. They have all had a truly wonderful day enjoying dressing up, being creative and 

learning even more about the past.  

I wish you all a happy and restful holiday and we look forward to seeing you all at the parent 

consultations evenings after half term.  

Best wishes,  

 

 

Mrs S Boyle 

Headteacher 

 

Reception Classes – Acorn and Chestnut 

Reception classes started the week learning about Chinese New Year, the children listened to the 

story of the New Year race and how each year is named after a different animal which is a sign off 

the zodiac.  

They thought about Shrove Tuesday and have spoken about Lent and then decorated their own 

pancakes to celebrate.  

They then moved on to thinking about Valentine’s Day and what it means to show love and 

kindness to friends and everyone around the world. The children made a love hand print to give to 

someone special in their family.  
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Year 1 – Hawthorn and Willow 

In Maths Year 1 have been working on numbers to 50 including counting in 10s. In English they 

have continued to read ‘Walking through the Jungle’ and looking at different verbs to make the 

book more interesting. 

In Science they have been looking at every day materials of objects around the class room and 

where their original source was, for example a table is made of wood and that comes from a tree.  

Please can we ask for any unwanted newspaper to be collected over half term and brought 

into school as we will be needing this after the break.  

 

Year 2 – Maple and Sycamore  

This week Year 2 have performed a street dance routine that they have been learning and 

creating together since the beginning of term. They have learnt steps together in their Thursday 

PE lessons and the children have also choreographed some of their own steps.  

This was performed in front of Mrs Boyle and several of the younger classes in the school and was 

wonderful to watch. Well done everyone! 

This week has also been busy finishing off different topics for the end of this term. 

 

 

Year 3 – Palm and Pine 

Year 3 have been exploring units and non-unit fractions in their maths this week. Pupils have been 

learning about numerators and denominators and looking for patterns so that they are able to 

identify and order fractions. They have carried out lots of practical investigations and have learnt 

the smaller the denominator the bigger the fraction when working with non-unit fractions.  
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The children and staff of Year 3 also had a great day celebrating Egyptians, some photos of what 

we got up to are on the next page. 

Reminder for Year 3 Faith tour, if you have not already done so please can we have consent for 

your child to attend the Faith tour and ask for the suggested donation of £9 for the trip to be 

completed by Monday 26th February.   

 

Year 4 – Elm and Oak 

Year 4 have really enjoyed their Viking day, they have been creative in making Thor hammers out 

of clay and they have been learning about the jewellery that Vikings wore. They have learnt about 

trolkors which were used to ward off bad spirits and then created them out of wire. They have also 

painted long ships in water colours.    

The planned Fire with marshmallows will be rearranged for after half term which we are still 

looking forward to.  

Please see some photos on the next few pages… 

 

Conifer class 

The children have continued to access their personalised curriculum in English and Maths whilst 
building and strengthening relationships with their peers and adults. Some of the children continue 
to access some mainstream lessons in the afternoons. We have read the story ‘Aliens Love 
Underpants’ this week and carried out a couple of science experiments. The children enjoyed 
creating patterns using white crayons and paint – it was like magic! 
 
Some children enjoyed the activities for Ancient Egyptian Day and Viking Day in Key Stage 2.  
 
We made ‘elephant ears’ in our cooking session! They were sweet and looked a bit like elephant 
ears! 
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Attendance for this week   

Acorn 98.1% Chestnut 98.9% 

Hawthorn 96.0% Willow 95.2% 

Maple 97.6% Sycamore 97.2% 

Palm 94.6% Pine 97.4% 

Elm 92.1% Oak 98.4% 

Conifer 90.6%   

Please find the link to the NHS website regarding ‘Is my child well enough to be in school’ 
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/   

If your child has a temperature for more than 2 days please take them to the doctor to get them 

checked for an infection.  

Being late for school can affect your child’s attendance, anyone arriving after 8.55 and entering 

through the front doors will be marked as late and anyone arriving after 9.15 will be marked as an 

unauthorised absence which will affect their attendance (unless there is an acceptable 

explanation).  

Star and Leaves awards  

We are proud of the hard work the children make with their academic work, their resilience and 

positive attitude to learning in addition to the efforts they make to follow our school values. Each 

week in our celebration assembly we congratulate children who have gone above and beyond and 

have demonstrated a positive attitude to learning and thus achieved the Behaviour for Learning 

Star. We are also very proud of the children who demonstrate our school values to a high standard 

and are awarded the Values Leaf. All children who are recognised for their hard work in our 

celebration assembly will enjoy a hot chocolate with Mrs Boyle, our Headteacher. 

 

This week we are celebrating: 

Class Stars Leaves 

Acorn Charlie B Maddison 

Chestnut Arlo Camille 

Hawthorn Halim Grace 

Willow Chloe Thomas 

Maple Elena Harry 

Sycamore Max Mason 

Palm Amaya Zohra 

Pine Abigail Lexi 

Elm Ellie A Zach M 

Oak Scarlett Ellie 

Conifer Poppy  

 

General Information 

Wear what you love day – PTA 

Thank you to everyone who kindly donated items for the PTA’s Wear what you Love day we have 

had lots of lovely items donated.  
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Shine Bright Event 

The final total of money raised from our 

Shine Bright event is £155 thank you to 

everyone who donated we will share 

this between Chums and Making Me.  

 

PTA  

Thank you to the PTA for providing a 

fabulous set of books for use with the 

children who use our sensory room. 

 

 

 

 

Home Languages Day 

On Friday 22nd March, we would like the children to come into school dressed in the colours of the 

flag that represents their family heritage.  Mrs McCarthy is planning to come in the colours of the 

Irish flag as most of her family are Irish.   Children are welcome to come into school simply in their 

flag colours or they can go that extra mile and enter our competition for the most creative flag outfit 

and winners will receive a prize. Please no team kits are to be worn. 

During the day, children will be invited to share words, phrases and facts about cultural events that 

they celebrate at home related to the country that is linked to their family.   

 

Olympian Visit – Steve Frew 

On the 28th February, Great Britain Gold medalist Steve Frew will be visiting school for the 

morning. Steve will complete sponsored circuits with each class and hold an inspirational worship 

with the opportunity for the children to ask questions. Further information will be sent home on 

Wednesday. We cannot wait to welcome Steve into our school to learn from his experiences and 

be active together.  

Mrs Gates 

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/


Silsoe VC Lower School, Chestnut Avenue, Silsoe, Bedford MK45 4GP 
www.silsoeschool.co.uk 

   01525 860 247  

 

 

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/


Silsoe VC Lower School, Chestnut Avenue, Silsoe, Bedford MK45 4GP 
www.silsoeschool.co.uk 

   01525 860 247  

Before and after school clubs by external providers 

Please find details below of our clubs which are available after half term by external providers. 

Monday morning Performing Arts Collective Years 1 - 2  Performing arts collective Year 1-2  

Tuesday AM Premier Education Gymnastics club Years 1-4 Premier-education 

Tuesday PM Premier Education Dodgeball Years Reception – Year 2 Premier-education 

Tuesday PM Choir Places will be confirmed via email by Friday 16th February. Please do not 

send children if places have not been confirmed as they are limited.  

Wednesday PM Jam Coding Years 1-4 Jamcoding 

Thursday PM Performing Arts Collective Years 3 – 4 Performing arts collective Year 3-4 
Friday PM Tennis Club Years 2-4 Sign up via SCOpay. 
 

Measles 

Please can we remind all parents to check that their children’s vaccinations are up to date. As you 

may be aware there is an increase in cases of measles across the UK and the disease is very 

infectious. The NHS is warning that as many as nine out of 10 unvaccinated children would be 

susceptible to measles if a single classmate brought it into school.  

If you have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s vaccinations please contact your GP.  

 

Diary Dates 

Please find below dates for the rest of this school year. Please note dates which have changed or 

added have been highlighted. 

16/02/2024 All Day Y4 Viking Day  

16/02/2024 All Day  Y3 Egyptian Day  

28/02/2024 All Day Visit from Steve Frew – Sponsored circuits  

29/02/2024 4pm to 7pm  Parent consultations  

05/03/2024 4pm to 7pm  Parent consultations  

06/03/2024 All Day Y3 Faith Tour 

07/03/2024 All Day World Book Day 

11/03/2024 All Week National Science Week  

22/03/2024 All Day Home Languages Day 

26/03/2024 3pm Y4 Grafham parents meeting 

27/03/2024 9.30am 
Easter Service at the Church – parents invited – Y1, Y3 & 
Oak Class  

27/03/2024 2pm 
Easter Service at the Church – parents invited Reception, 
Year 2 & Elm  

18/04/2024 TBC Y4 Transfer Festival at Arnold Academy  

25/04/2024 All Day Y4 Bikeability – children to bring in bikes & cycle helmets 

13/05/2024 All Day Y4 Grafham Water Trip 

14/05/2024 All Day  Y4 Grafham Water Trip 
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15/05/2024 All Day  Y4 Grafham Water Trip 

16/05/2024 3.30pm to 4.30pm Scolastic Book Fair YR, Y1 and Y2 

17/05/2024 3.30pm to 4.30pm Scolastic Book Fair Y3 and Y4 

07/06/2024 All Day  Y2 Herrings Green trip  

12/06/2024 Morning  School Photographer – Class Portraits  

24/06/2024 9.15am Y4 Moving up assembly/workshop 

26/06/2024 3.45pm to 5.45pm Book look & meet your new Teacher for 2024 to 2025 

27/06/2024 All Day Transition Day 

28/06/2023 All Day Y1 Mount Fitchett Trip  

01/07/2024 All Week  Sports Week – details to follow nearer the time 

05/07/2024 TBC Y4 Leaf Walk in Silsoe  

08/07/2024 All Week  
Back up Sports Week (for events cancelled during w/c 
01/07/2024 due to adverse weather conditions) 

10/07/2024 TBC Y4 Visit to Silsoe Parks  

19/07/2024 9.30am Y4 Leavers Assembly  
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OUR CURRENT VALUE IS: 

 

Patience 

 

‘But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 

patience.’ 

Romans 8:25 
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