
  19th April 2024 
 
 

Weekly 
Newsletter  

 
 

 

 
 

Silsoe VC Lower School, Chestnut Avenue, Silsoe, Bedford MK45 4GP 
www.silsoeschool.co.uk 

   01525 860 247  

 

Dear parents and carers,  

 

I find it hard to believe that we have begun the Summer term and we are already in the final term 

of the school year. The weather certainly doesn’t feel like it either so let’s hope that we start to see 

the warmth of the sun soon.  

Despite the weather we have managed to spend some learning time outside and many playtimes 

have been enjoyed on the school field.  

It has been a very positive first week back at school and I have been thrilled to receive so many 

children into my office to share their good work. This week I have seen some particularly high 

quality writing examples, well done to all who have shared their work and received a gold 

Headteacher’s sticker.  

 

Best wishes,  

 

 

Mrs S Boyle 

Headteacher 

 

 

Reception Classes – Acorn and Chestnut 

Reception teachers were excited to get back to school this week and see the children return 

happily to school. They have continued their phonics learning and are practising reading with more 

fluency. The children have enjoyed their new topic about Animals. They started this week by 

looking at farm animals. It was exciting to hear what the children already know about farms and all 

the adventures the children have had previously visiting farms with their friends and families. 

In PE they enjoyed a Cosmic Yoga together in the hall. The children followed the moves well and 

enjoyed becoming different farm animals with their bodies.  

They will be looking at different types of animals over this half term, please feel free to bring any 

animal books (named) - both fiction and non-fiction that can be shared in class together. 

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/
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 Year 1 – Hawthorn and Willow 

In English, they have started to look at ‘Stories in Fantasy Settings’.  They have read the story 

‘Aliens Love Underpants’ and will be designing and describing our own alien as well as looking at 

the order of the story. 

In Maths, they are beginning to learn about multiplication.  They are looking at the 2, 5 and 10 

times table and finding the patterns in numbers. 

In RE, Year 1 are learning about Islam and how Muslims celebrate their God, Allah. 

In Science this week, they have looked around the area for signs of Spring and talked about what 

happens when the weather starts to get warmer and drier (hopefully!) 

Please can the children bring in either a cereal box or shoe box by the 26th April. 

 

Year 2 – Maple and Sycamore 

This week Year 2 have finished learning about The Great fire of London and produced great 

pictures as well as thoughtful writing.  

They have started our new topic in RE about how we can show care for our world and what we 

can do to make a difference. Today they have started their new maths topic learning about 

fractions. 

 

Year 3 – Palm and Pine 

This week in English the children have delved into the art of persuasive writing, exploring the 

different features of different types of persuasive texts. During the lessons the children have 

uncovered the power of language to sway opinions and inspire action. They have been learning 

persuasive techniques such as rhetorical questions, emotive language, and powerful imagery. The 

children have also explored a variety of persuasive texts, from advertisements to speeches, and 

are excited to channel their learning into a persuasive piece of writing at the end of the unit. 

 

Year 4 – Elm and Oak 

This week the update is written by Ella in Year 4 

In English this week Year 4 were learning about Haiku poems. A Haiku poem is a 3 lined poem 

that has 5 syllables on the first line 7 syllables on the second line and 5 on the third line. 

Year 4 also went to a multisport festival at Arnold academy this week. They took part in 6 activities 

including rugby, golf and cricket.  

The first activity was rugby and someone held a rugby ball and if you got tagged you would then 

get the rugby ball. 

The second activity was golf and they had to try to hit a cone. 

The final activity was cricket and you had to knock the stumps to get the person out. This was my 

favourite activity of the day. 
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Conifer class 

The children have continued to access their personalised curriculum in English and Maths whilst 
building and strengthening relationships with their peers and adults. Some of the children continue 
to access some mainstream lessons in the afternoons.  
In our Hamish and Milo sessions, we continue to think more deeply about friendship and what 
‘friendship’ means. We made a magic friendship jar where the children chose the 3 most important 
‘ingredients’ (kindness, fun, good listener, loyal, trust etc). 
 
Some children have started to learn about body parts in our science lessons. Other children have 
continued to access many of their lessons with their mainstream class. 
 

 

Attendance for this week   

Acorn 99.4% Chestnut 100% 

Hawthorn 92% Willow 100% 

Maple 95.5% Sycamore 98.7% 

Palm 98.9% Pine 96.7% 

Elm 94.4% Oak 96.8% 

Conifer 100%   

Please find the link to the NHS website regarding ‘Is my child well enough to be in school’ 
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/   

If your child has a temperature for more than 2 days please take them to the doctor to get them 

checked for an infection.  

Being late for school can affect your child’s attendance, anyone arriving after 8.55 and entering 

through the front doors will be marked as late and anyone arriving after 9.15 will be marked as an 

unauthorised absence which will affect their attendance (unless there is an acceptable 

explanation).  

Star and Leaves awards  

We are proud of the hard work the children make with their academic work, their resilience and 

positive attitude to learning in addition to the efforts they make to follow our school values. Each 

week in our celebration assembly we congratulate children who have gone above and beyond and 

have demonstrated a positive attitude to learning and thus achieved the Behaviour for Learning 

Star. We are also very proud of the children who demonstrate our school values to a high standard 

and are awarded the Values Leaf. All children who are recognised for their hard work in our 

celebration assembly will enjoy a hot chocolate with Mrs Boyle, our Headteacher. 

 

This week we are celebrating: 

Class Stars Leaves 

Acorn Renee Harry 

Chestnut Noah Ayrton 

Hawthorn Lucie Ndinga 

Willow Reilly Isla 

Maple Micah Elizabeth 

Sycamore Leo Jack 

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/
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Palm Leo Jacob 

Pine Leo Lucy 

Elm Theo Freddie C 

Oak Harrison Scarlett 

Conifer Edward  

 

 

General Information 

We Will Rock You 

Congratulations to Ella in Year 4 who has taken to the stage again 

over the holidays to perform in We will rock you at Bedford Corn 

Exchange. We have heard from a number of children who were able to 

watch you perform and said how well you did.  

We are very proud of you.  

 

Little Princess Trust 

About 6 weeks ago Chloe said she wanted to get her hair cut and 

send her hair to a charity to be made into a wig for young people who 

are dealing with the effects of cancer. So, we contacted The Little 

Princess Trust to organise this and set up a just giving page where she has raised a whopping 

£1,010 for this amazing cause. 

Here are Chloe’s before and after pictures. Well done Chloe we are really proud of you.  

  

 

School Vision 

We have just started the process of rewriting our school vision and mission statement. The school 

vision aims to encapsulate the spirit and ethos of our school and is an integral part of our school 
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identity and our daily activities. We would like to update how our vision is written in order to reflect 

the changes within our school community and to make it more accessible and ‘child friendly.’  The 

updated vision will be accompanied by a Bible verse which will be chosen to enhance and reflect 

our vision and will underpin the values of our school.  

We are now beginning to gather together the views of children, staff, parents and governors so 

that we can create a vision which captures the nature and ethos of our school for everybody who 

is part of our school community. We would like as many of you as possible to complete the linked 

questionnaire so that we can truly represent what is most important to our school now and over 

the coming years. Please complete the anonymised questions and submit to us by 26th April. This 

will enable us to begin to formulate our new vision ready for launch in September.  

If you have any questions or would like to discuss this further then please make an appointment to 

chat to Mrs Ambler via the school office. We look forward to receiving your input as we work 

together to create our new vision.  

https://forms.gle/HZDdqfz8Uh1irHJw5 

 

Message from the PTA 

Welcome back and we hope you all had a lovely Easter break. 

Just a quick reminder on some key PTA dates. 

Wednesday 24th April - Bag2School collection. Please drop any bags to school before 9am on 

that morning. 

(Please do not drop any bags before 24th) 

Thursday 25th April - PTA Spring Disco 

Have you booked your child’s ticket yet? If not please follow the link below: 

https://forms.gle/pnkcVN5Pnybrca1K9 

If you would like to volunteer to help out at the disco on either session then please sign up using 

the link below: 

https://volunteersignup.org/LTRJW 

Saturday 18th May - PTA Quiz Night (adults only) 

Booking closes on 20th April 

This is always a fun filled evening to battle against other teams to see who can win.  

There will be a bar and snacks available and a prize for the winning team. 

Maximum team number is 8 people.  

Please book using the link below: 

https://forms.gle/oKuZxX4ajt1JXSJA7 

Silsoe PTA Team 

 

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/
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Before and After school clubs run by outside companies 

Please see details of clubs running before and after school by outside companies, please note the 

change of day for the Gymnastics club 

Monday morning Performing Arts Collective Years 1 - 2  Performing arts collective Year 1-2  

Tuesday PM Premier Education Dodgeball Years Reception – Year 2 Premier-education 

Tuesday PM Choir This is already full.  

Wednesday AM Premier Education Gymnastics club Years 1-4 Premier-education 

Wednesday PM Jam Coding Years 1-4 Jamcoding (No longer taking bookings) 

Thursday PM Performing Arts Collective Years 3 – 4 Performing arts collective Year 3-4 
 
Friday PM Tennis Club Years 2-4 Sign up via SCOpay.(No session Friday 26th April) 
 

Diary Dates 

Please find below dates for the rest of this school year. Please note dates which have changed or 

added have been highlighted. 

24/04/2024 8am Bags2school collection for PTA 

25/04/2024 All Day Y4 Bikeability – children to bring in bikes & cycle helmets 

25/04/2024 
4-5pm and 5.30-
6pm 

PTA Disco Buy tickets by clicking this link 

03/05/2024 10-2pm Year 4 Kwick Cricket (Invited children only)  

13/05/2024 All Day Y4 Grafham Water Trip 

14/05/2024 All Day  Y4 Grafham Water Trip 

15/05/2024 All Day  Y4 Grafham Water Trip 

16/05/2024 3.30pm to 4.30pm Scholastic Book Fair YR, Y1 and Y2 

17/05/2024 3.30pm to 4.30pm Scholastic Book Fair Y3 and Y4 

18/05/2024 7pm PTA Quiz Night Book your table by clicking this link 

22/05/2024 All Day Reception trip to Standalone Farm  

07/06/2024 All Day  Y2 Herrings Green trip  

08/06/2024 All Day Silsoe Lower School Football Tournament 

12/06/2024 Morning  School Photographer – Class Portraits  

24/06/2024 9.15am Y4 Moving up assembly/workshop 

26/06/2024 3.45pm to 5.45pm Book look & meet your new Teacher for 2024 to 2025 

27/06/2024 All Day Transition Day 

28/06/2023 All Day Y1 Mount Fitchett Trip  

01/07/2024 All Week  Sports Week – details to follow nearer the time 

04/07/2024 
PM details sent to 
parents 

Singing Superstars concert – Details to be confirmed 

05/07/2024 TBC Y4 Leaf Walk in Silsoe  

08/07/2024 All Week  
Back up Sports Week (for events cancelled during w/c 
01/07/2024 due to adverse weather conditions) 

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/
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10/07/2024 TBC Y4 Visit to Silsoe Parks  

19/07/2024 9.30am Y4 Leavers Assembly  

 

OUR CURRENT VALUE IS: 

Patience 

‘But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.’ 

Romans 8:25  

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/
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Buy tickets by clicking this link 
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