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Ref: Covid -19 precautions         17th May 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

On a day when we had hoped to be celebrating a reduction in restrictions it is unfortunate that out 
of necessity I find myself writing and requesting that we all remain cautious and continue to use 
and follow preventative measures. 

Face coverings 

On Tuesday 11th May 2021, the Government announced that from 17th May 2021, in line with Step 
3 of the roadmap, face coverings would not be required in all schools and FE settings nationally, 
however, face coverings should continue to be worn by staff and visitors in situations 
outside of classrooms where social distancing is not possible (for example, when moving 
around in corridors and communal areas). 

The updated DfE guidance also states that: 

‘The reintroduction of face coverings for pupils, students or staff may be advised for a temporary 
period in response to particular localised outbreaks, including variants of concern. In all cases, any 
educational drawbacks should be balanced with the benefits of managing transmission. Immediate 
outbreak response (at the level of individual settings or a cluster of settings) remains for local 
Directors of Public Health to advise on.’ 

As you may be aware from national and local media, Bedford is currently experiencing a 
significant rise in cases, including in school-aged children.  In line with this, our local Director of 
Public Health is advising that schools should continue to use all preventative measures, 
including social distancing (and face coverings, where deemed appropriate in the setting, 
as a precautionary measure) to help to continue to reduce the transmission of COVID-19 cases 
in Central Bedfordshire.  

Although we have not had any positive COVID-19 cases in school recently we are aware of an 
increase in positive cases in our local community of Silsoe. We ask for your continued support with 
keeping our community safe. We kindly request that adults continue to wear a face mask on the 
school site when dropping off and collecting children.  

 

Symptomatic and asymptomatic testing  
 
Rapid lateral flow testing is now available to everyone in England and your family are advised to 
conduct a test twice a week. Testing kits are available to all families from your local pharmacy. 
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The asymptomatic testing programme does not replace the current testing policy for those with 
symptoms. Anyone with symptoms (even if they recently had a negative LFD test result), should 
still self-isolate immediately according to government guidelines. Those with symptoms are also 
expected to order a test online or visit a test site to take a lab-based polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) test to check if they have the virus. Details of local testing centres 

We have reviewed our school risk assessment in the light of current DfE guidance and guidance 
from our local Director of Public Health. All the preventative measures that have been in use over 
recent months will remain in place. We will continue to review our risk assessment regularly and 
respond to local and national guidance. 

 

I would also like to remind you and draw your attention to the current DFE Guidance for parents. 
 
DfE guidance for parents 
 
 
If you have any specific questions regarding Covid-19 and your child please do not hesitate to 
contact the school office and we will endeavour to guide and support you. Please do contact the 
school office if your child is symptomatic or has had a positive Covid test result.  
 
I hope that, by working together as a community and following public health guidance, we will soon 
see a reduction in local cases and we can look towards lifting some of the restrictions currently in 
place.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and understanding.  
 
Yours faithfully,  
 

 
 
Sarah Boyle 
Headteacher 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/135/coronavirus/899/covid-19_testing_centres
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19

