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Ref: Return to school       24th February 2021 
 
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I am absolutely delighted to be writing to you today with the encouraging news that our school can 
fully reopen again from 8th March. I know that recent months have been a challenging time for 
many families and this news brings some positive light at the end of a very long tunnel and will be 
welcomed by many of you.  
 
I am also conscious that some of you may be anxious or concerned about the full reopening of 
schools. I would like to reassure you that our plans are based on the government guidance 
published on 22nd February and will fully consider our updated risk assessments and include 
robust safety measures being in place to reduce risks. We will follow the DfE ‘Schools coronavirus 
(Covid 9) operational guidance’ alongside the ‘Contingency framework: for education and 
childcare settings’.  
 
The safety and wellbeing of our whole school community remains the priority for our planning. We 
have followed the DfE guidance when preparing our plans and will continue to do so if any further 
updates to the guidance from the DfE/Government are published. 
 
Senior leaders will be spending time over the next few days working together to ensure that our 
reopening plans are comprehensive and follow all the guidance as well as meeting the needs of 
our school community before we share the details with you.  
 
Handbook for March 
 
When we returned in September we provided a comprehensive handbook for parents with 
everything we thought you might need to know. We will be providing you with an updated version 
of this for returning from 8th March. This handbook will be sent out shortly, once all risk 
assessments are reviewed in line with new guidance and procedures clarified. 
 
 
Start and Finish of School Day 
 
It is highly likely that we will continue to have staggered start and finish times, as we did in the 
autumn term. However, we hope that staggered starts and finishes will be short term and as the 
restrictions are lifted nationally we will be able to return to normal times for the school day.  
 
We are currently reviewing the times to try to ensure we can get all children into school as 
efficiently and safely as possible. We appreciate that staggered starts and collections can cause 
difficulties for working families so we are looking at how we can do this efficiently and get children 
in and out of school as quickly as possible. We will share the new times with you later this week in 
our back to school handbook.  



 
 
Lunches 
 
Children will be able to enjoy a school lunch, ordered from our catering providers or their own 
packed lunch brought in from home. Lunches will continue to be eaten in the classrooms for the 
immediate future whilst we maintain the bubbles to reduce risks. All lunches and outside play will 
be staggered to allow social distancing between pupils from different bubbles. 
 
A lunch menu, from our catering provider, will follow later this week.  
  
 
Wrap around Care/ Care Club 
 
We intend to have Care Club fully operational from 8th March. To reduce the number of children 
mixing from different bubbles; children will be in key stage bubbles at Care Club, as they were for 
the autumn term. To enable us to provide sufficient space for 3 bubbles we will continue to use the 
pre-school rooms with the addition of the hall. Rooms will be cleaned between each group. 
 
We will assume that everyone wishes to continue with the sessions that have been previously 
booked. If you wish to make amendments to your Care Club bookings please email the school 
office admin@silsoelower.co.uk by Friday 26th February.  
 
 
Uniform 
 
Full school uniform will be worn again from 8th March. 
Pupils will wear their PE kit to school on the days when they have PE. (PE days to follow). 
 
Bags and coats will be allowed and stored in the cloakroom. We do ask that, in line with the 
guidance, pupils limit what is brought into school to absolute necessities. 
 
Please ensure your child also has a named water bottle. 
 
 
Early finish on Friday 5th March  
 
It is our intention to close earlier, at 12.30pm on Friday 5th March, to all pupils who are currently in 
school. This will enable staff to prepare the classrooms, rearrange furniture etc. before we have a 
deep clean at the weekend, ready for our full reopening on Monday 8th March. Children will have 
either their packed lunch or usual school meal before going home and collection will be from their 
classrooms. 
 
 
Thank you for your continuing support as we develop our plans to reopen fully. We are very much 
looking forward to welcoming all children back to our school. The children and staff who have been 
in school over the last half tem have had a positive experience but all are excited about having our 
whole school community back together.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Sarah Boyle 
Headteacher 
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