
  13th June 2022 
 
 

Newsletter  

 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope that you all enjoyed a wonderful half term break and were able to rest and recharge ready 
for the summer term.  

I’m sure many of you enjoyed celebrating the Platinum Jubilee with friends and family during the 
bank holiday weekend. At school we had a huge variety of celebrations taking place to celebrate 
the Platinum Jubilee during the last week of the half term. 

We were visited by a ceramicist who, over the week, delivered a commemorative clay workshop to 
every class in the school with each child creating an individual piece.  

Following her visit she emailed to say: 

“Thank you so much for inviting me to your school.  I've had a lovely time and your children were a 

pleasure to work with.  Everyone made me feel so welcome. I was very impressed with the quality 

of the work produced and it was lovely to see the children so focused and engaged. Victoria” 

We celebrated on Wednesday with a non-uniform day, where children were invited to wear non-
uniform and something red, white and/or blue if they wished. The highlight of the day was the 
special Jubilee lunch.  

On Friday we held our Platinum Jubilee Church service for staff and pupils. This was a beautiful 
service held at the church. The children joined together to sing the ‘Platinum Jubilee Song’ as well 
as ‘Sing’ from the Diamond Jubilee. We reflected on the hard work of the Queen throughout her 70 
years of service and children from each year group shared their thoughts about the Queen 
followed by singing ‘Living and Learning’ where we reflected on her commitment to serving every 
day of her life. We closed our service by all standing together to sing the National Anthem, a 
poignant moment.   

We were delighted that we were able to give each child in the school a special gift of a 
commemorative Platinum Jubilee coin. We hope that this will be something they can treasure for a 
long time to come.  

The children have also received a fabulous souvenir book ‘Queen Elizabeth, A Platinum Jubilee 
Celebration’ to commemorate this momentous occasion.  

After a very busy first half to the summer term we now look forward to the final term of the year. 
We have so many exciting events to look forward to!  

With best wishes,   

Sarah Boyle 

Headteacher 

 



PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 

 

Commemorative Ceramic Workshop 

Each child took part in the workshops to create a 

commemorative piece. Each year group created 

something a little different. Children made crowns, queens and even a corgi! 
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Platinum Jubilee church service 

The whole school celebrated together in the church, it was a bit of a squeeze but it was a very 

special service and so lovely to all be in the church together to mark such a memorable occasion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Platinum Jubilee Lunch 

The children made crowns and flags and enjoyed celebrating together.  
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70 Active Moves 

The School Council suggested that each year group engaged in an active challenge that involved 

the number 70. Some year groups chose for each child to run 70 laps of the field each, over the 

whole week. Others managed 70 press ups or 70 daily star jumps etc. It was a busy and tiring 

week!  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

EMPATHY DAY, 

On Thursday 9th June we marked ‘Empathy Day’, 

During Empathy Day the whole school community talked how to build 

a better society. The theme of this year's Empathy Day was 

Empathy, our human superpower. If we activate our empathy, we 

will see the world from someone else’s viewpoint and change the 

way we think and behave. Empathy has the power to change the 

world. Creative, story-focused activities will help young people learn 

about and practise their empathy skills. In school we focussed on 

being able to: 

• Understand more about empathy and that it’s a learnable skill 
• Have new empathy experiences through literature and be inspired by author, illustrator and 

poet role models 
• Be motivated to put empathy into action 

 

 

Values Visitor 

We look forward to welcoming Mrs Bateman to school this week to evaluate all the work we do 

around our values based education. Mrs Bateman will spend the day in school, meet with the 

children, visit lessons, talk to staff, parents and governors about the impact of values based 

education.  

 

YEAR 4 WALKING TO SCHOOL 

We have had a few enquiries from parents about Year 4 children walking themselves to and from 

school. We would ask that due to potential safeguarding issues they only walk TO school 
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unaccompanied and not from school. Clearly if they do not arrive to school we have a way of 

monitoring this and taking any necessary action.  We would not, however, be able to monitor they 

have arrived home safely. We would also appreciate parents letting us know if they are planning 

on letting their children walk to school by emailing in to the office.  

 

 

GRAFHAM WATER RESIDENTIAL VISIT 

Our Year 4 children this year have been fortunate to be able to enjoy a residential visit to Grafham 

Water and what a super week they chose for the weather!  

The visit to Grafham water has enabled the children to enjoy some incredible experiences that can 

only be gained outside of the school setting. The children have developed such confidence and a 

wealth of skills whilst they have been away.  

Parents of year 4 children will be able to access the photograph gallery very soon, a separate 

letter will be sent out with information and the link.  

 

 

 

SILSOE LOWER SCHOOL FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT 

On Saturday 11th June Silsoe Lower School Football teams 

enjoyed participating in our tournament at Wrest Park. It was a 

fantastic day with many schools taking part throughout the 

day.  

It was wonderful to see Silsoe teams working hard and 

cooperating together, encouraging each other, being 

determined, persevering whatever the score and celebrating 

together and sharing in the joy of the game.  

An enormous thank you to the Football Club Committee, the 

coaches and all the volunteers for all their hard work both 

before the tournament and on the day making it a hugely 

successful day. The children really enjoyed the day.  
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PE DAYS 

Y3 PE will now be on Monday and Friday  

Y4 PE will now be on Tuesday and Thursday  

 

CLASS ORGANISATION FOR 2022/23 

We are currently working on the class groupings for September 2022. This is a lengthy process 

and we consider each child individually, the needs of the children, friendships groups, 

combinations that work well together and those that would be less successful, ability, number of 

girls and boys in each class etc. Teachers and senior leaders all devote a significant amount of 

time to the process to create a class group that works well together and where each child feels 

happy. As I am sure you can appreciate it is not an easy task and we do our best to ensure that 

each child is in the most appropriate class. Please trust us with this process and we will share the 

new classes with you as soon as we are able to.  

 

BOOK LOOK, MEET THE NEW TEACHER 

We would like to invite all parents to view their children’s work and also an opportunity to meet the 

new class teacher for September 2022.  

This will take place on Monday 27th June, from 4.00pm -6.00pm.  

 

SPORTS DAYS 

We are looking forward to holding a sports morning/afternoon for each year group. 

More details to follow but please save the date in your diaries.  
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Monday 4th July- Reception- morning 

          Year 1- afternoon  

Tuesday 5th July – No Sports Day due to 

Transition Day 

Wednesday 6th July -Year 4 afternoon 

Thursday 7th July - Year 3 afternoon  

Friday 8th July - Year 2 afternoon 

 

 

UNIFORM  

If you have any queries regarding what your child should be wearing to school please see our 

uniform policy, available on the school website, which clearly explains the uniform. There are also 

details about where uniform can be purchased from. If you have any questions or difficulties 

please speak to your child’s class teacher or the school office who will be happy to help.  

A few reminders below regarding jewellery and appropriate hair for school.  

JEWELLERY 

Jewellery, make-up and nail varnish are not to be worn in school. However, children who have 

pierced ears may wear a pair of small, plain studs, one in each ear. Watches may be worn but 

these must not be a Fitbit or a smart technology model. 

Studs and watches will be expected to be removed for PE lessons and pupils remain responsible 

for these items.  We would therefore ask if your children is unable to remove these independently 

you refrain from sending them into school wearing this jewellery. 

HAIR 

Hairstyles for both boys and girls are expected to be neat and tidy.  The school does not permit 
children to have ‘extreme’ haircuts, such as Mohicans, patterns or colours that could serve as a 
distraction to other children. Long hair must be tied back for both girls and boys.  If your child has a 
long fringe that hangs over their eyes and may prevent them from seeing their work clearly we ask 
that they wear a hairband. Only basic hair accessories are to be worn i.e. scrunchies, bobbles and 
modest headbands suitable for an active day at school. We ask that any hair accessories are plain 
black, white or school colours. We do not permit hand bands with additional ‘ears’ or big bows etc. 
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NUT FREE SCHOOL 

We would like to remind you that we are a completely nut free 
school. We have a number of children with severe nut allergies 
in school, it is therefore extremely important that we do not have 
any nut products in school. We respectively ask that we show 
care and consideration towards the children with allergies and 
ensure that all lunch boxes and snacks are nut free. Thank you.  

 

SUN PROTECTION  

We are moving into the time of year when the weather is improving and sun protection is even 

more necessary.  

Although we are usually outside at lunchtime, often during the hottest part of the day, we will risk 

assess on a daily basis and consider the weather on each day. If it is too hot to be outside at 

lunchtime for the children we will bring them inside.  

It is essential that children have a named sun hat in school for additional sun protection.  

Sun cream is also highly advised, please ensure that sun cream is applied at home, prior to your 

child coming into school. If you have a particular concern and top up sun cream is required please 

ensure the sun cream is labelled with the child’s name and handed directly to the class teacher/TA 

by an adult. If required children will apply the top up sun cream themselves, under supervision. 

Please be aware that some sun creams contain nut products and therefore could cause an issue 

for children or staff in school who have nut allergies. Please do not use a sun cream which 

contains nuts if your child is coming into school.  

WATER BOTTLES 

Please ensure that your child comes to school with a filled water bottle, to ensure they remain 

hydrated, bottles can be refilled with water throughout the day. 

Juice is not permitted for sipping throughout the day as this can cause tooth decay. However, 

children have access throughout the whole day to water. If you wish for your child to have a juice 

drink they are able to have this with their lunchtime meal. 

 

CAR PARK 
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Please can we remind parents again that our staff and visitors car park should not be used for 
drop offs and collections. Please only use the disabled parking spaces if this has been agreed with 
school and you are displaying a Disabled badge in your windscreen. Please refrain from walking 
or cycling across the playground it is in use at all times of the day.  

 

TERM TIME ABSENCES 

We are receiving quite a high number of Leave of Absence requests from parents and, whilst we 
can be sympathetic to recent circumstances which have led to many plans having to be changed 
and amended, we would like to remind parents that we cannot authorise leave for term time 
holidays under any circumstances.  Any unauthorised absence of 10 sessions (5 days) or more 
within a 12 week period could be eligible for a Penalty Notice. This process is initiated by the 
school but carried out by Central Bedfordshire Council. Please see our Attendance policy for 
further information.  

1 day = 2 sessions (am and pm) 

 

COVID-19 

Please see below for updated guidance regarding Covid-19.  

Children or adults with mild symptoms such as a runny nose, sore throat, or mild cough, who are 

otherwise well, can continue to attend their education or childcare setting. Children or adults who 

are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and where possible, avoid contact 

with other people. They can go back to their education or childcare setting when they no longer 

have a high temperature, and they are well enough. 

 

It is not recommended that children and young people are tested for COVID-19 unless directed to 
by a health professional. 
If, however, a child has had a positive COVID-19 test result they should try to stay at home and 
avoid contact with other people for 3 days after the day they took the test if they can. After 3 
days, if they feel well and do not have a high temperature, the risk of passing the infection on to 
others is much lower. This is because children and young people tend to be infectious to other 
people for less time than adults. 
Children and young people who usually go to school, college, or childcare and who live with 
someone who has a positive COVID-19 test result should continue to attend as normal. 
 

Symptoms of COVID-19 can include:  
 a high temperature or shivering (chills) – a 

high temperature means you feel hot to 
touch on your chest or back (you do not need 
to measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means 
coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or 
more coughing episodes in 24 hours 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or 
taste 

 shortness of breath 

 feeling tired or exhausted 
 an aching body 
 a headache 
 a sore throat 
 a blocked or runny nose 
 loss of appetite 
 diarrhoea 
 feeling sick or being sick 

The symptoms are very similar to symptoms of other illnesses, such as colds and flu. 
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SUMMER TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

7th June Return to school 

8th June School photographer in for class portraits 

9th June Empathy Day  

10th June 6 week Tennis Club for Year 4 & Year 3.  3:30-4:30 booking via scopay.  

14th June Values visitor in school (Values Based Education) 

15th June Year 4 History walk around Silsoe, part 1 

16th June Tennis event – children will be invited 

17th June Year 4 Science - invertebrate hunt  

21st June Year 2 to Herrings Green Farm 

22nd June Meeting for Parents of new Reception children starting in September 

Year 4 visit to the church 

23rd June Year 4 to Kidzania  
Extended day 8am-4pm 

27th June Cricket event – children will be invited 

27th June Book Look and Parent Transition Meeting –4.00pm-6.00pm 

Look at your child’s work and an opportunity to meet your child’s new teacher for 
September 

28th June PTA AGM 

1st July Robert Bloomfield transfer day 

4th July  Sports Week-all year rgoups 

5th July Transfer Day, in school and Arnold 

13th July Year 4- Part of History visit around Silsoe (Wrest Park) 

19th July Thank you service, afternoon 

22nd July Leavers service, morning 

 

 

OUR CURRENT VALUE IS: TRUST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


