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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I can’t quite believe we have arrived at the end of January already, what a busy few weeks it has 
been! 

We have had another positive and rewarding week both in school and home learning. The children 
are a credit to you. Children in school are happy and working hard and 
children at home are being tremendously busy and submitting some 
great work.  

We continue to reflect on the value of ‘Courage’. Lockdown 3 is tough 
and we are all finding that some days are more successful than others. 
It’s tricky to deal with a difficult day without the face to face support of 
our friends and family. Don’t worry if you have a day that doesn’t go as 
planned. Take time to stop, have a break and try again tomorrow!  

Please remember that there is always someone at school available to 
listen or help you if you need support. Do not hesitate to get in touch.  

Once again I hope that everyone continues to stay well. I hope that you 
can all enjoy a happy and restful weekend. I’ve heard there may be 
more snow on the way so wrap up warm, build snowmen, throw 
snowballs and maybe make a snow angel or two! 

Best wishes,  

Sarah Boyle 

Headteacher 

SHINE BRIGHT WEAR BRIGHT 

From Monday 1st February, the charity CHUMS will be 

celebrating and taking part in a week long ‘Shine Bright 

Wear Bright’ campaign. We hope that everyone will enjoy 

taking part in the ‘Shine Bright Wear Bright’ campaign to 

continue to raise awareness and to talk about mental health. 

The theme this year is #ExpressYourself. 

Wearing Bright can include brightly coloured hair, wigs, 

makeup, glitter or clothes, whatever you have at home.  

We are again supporting the charity CHUMS. We know from 

experience how CHUMS have supported families and 

children in school. They do an incredible job and make a huge difference to people’s lives. If you 

would like to and are able to make a donation to this charity please do so directly.  

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/ShineBrightWearBright2021  

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/ShineBrightWearBright2021


We look forward to seeing photographs of the children celebrating and taking part in the Shine Bright 

Wear Bright campaign. Please feel free to post a photograph of your child’s Google Classroom 

stream at some point during next week.  

Children who are on site and learning in school next week can Shine Bright and wear their bright 

clothes to school on Friday 5th February.   

 

PHONE COMMUNICATION WITH SCHOOL 

We are very sorry but we have been made aware today that there may have been some issues with 
our voicemail messaging service on our telephone lines during this week.  If you have tried to leave a 
message or believe you have left a voicemail message with school that has not been returned please 
do get in touch, ether by phone or email, as it is likely that we have not received your voicemail.  

 

REMOTE AND IN SCHOOL LEARNING 

I am so proud of our children who are working incredibly hard irrespective of if they are working in 
school or at home. They are truly inspirational with everything they are dealing with at the moment 
and still continuing to engage positively with their learning.  

We recognise that working in a home environment is very different to working in a classroom in 
school and we appreciate all that you are doing to support your child, helping them to establish a 
routine for learning whilst also providing those breaks away from lessons to be physically active and 
get outside for some fresh air and exercise when possible.  

We all have days or times of the day when we are more focussed and more able to concentrate and 
that will be different for each of us. You know your child and what they need, please feel free to adapt 
the school day and do what is right for your child. 

I would like to say ‘Thank you’ to all of our parents. You are 
doing an amazing job! We are grateful to all of our parents who 
are supporting their children at home, we know it can be hard 
work, we’ve been there! But we also hope that you feel that 
rewarding glow when your child achieves something that you 
have helped them with.  

Thank you to all our parents who are critical workers too. We 
are grateful for all you are doing in your role whilst your 
children may be attending the in school provision because 
there is not alternative. We understand that there will be times 
that you feel you are missing out sharing the home learning 
with your child. Please do not worry, if there are any concerns your child’s teacher or teaching 
assistant will speak to you. 

I have received some really encouraging and supportive emails and messages from parents this 
week. Thank you for sharing your experiences at home and for sharing what is going well. I am 
pleased that as we continue to review and refine our remote learning provision that the hard work of 
the teaching and support staff is recognised.  

It has been great to see lots of wonderful work submitted again this week, well done! The teachers 
have been busy too; planning, preparing and marking your child’s work as well as making phone calls 
home to speak to children and supporting children in school.  

Please be mindful that teachers endeavour to mark work and feedback promptly however if they have 
been supporting in school or taking time to make phone calls home then the marking of your child’s 
work may not happen on the day it was submitted. We endeavour to provide feedback promptly and if 
not that day certainly as soon as is possible and by the end of the week.  
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If you have any difficulties with any of the lessons or with accessing the remote learning please do 
get in touch with your child’s class teacher.  

 

IN SCHOOL PROVISION 

We are extremely grateful to those families who have been able to make arrangements to reduce the 
number of days that your child is in school, where you can. This will help everyone in our community 
and is much appreciated.  

Please can I ask all critical workers to carefully consider if your child needs to be in school every day. 

The guidance sets out that parents and carers who are critical workers should keep their 
children at home if they can. 

If you are not working full time as a critical worker you should keep your child at home on the days 
you are not working. This will help reduce the number of contacts both your child, other children and 
staff in the school have and support the reduction of community transmission and demonstrate your 
support for everyone in our local community and the NHS.  

If you have currently booked a full time place but are now able to reduce the time your child needs to 

be in school, because you are at home and can safely look after your child, please contact the school 

office.  

Places have been allocated for the week beginning 1st February. If your child has already been 

granted a place this will continue, there is no need to book again.  

If you are eligible and require a place from week beginning 8th February for a vulnerable child or 

because you are a critical worker please do so via the link below.  

https://forms.gle/42QFCe53juve7EbZ7 

This form will close at 12pm on a Wednesday and re-open for the following week’s requests at 8am 

each Thursday for any new requests. 

If you have already booked a place for your child/they are already attending in school provision you 

do not need to rebook. However please contact the school office if you are able to reduce the time 

your child needs to be in school. 

 

BIG GARDEN BIRDWATCH 

This weekend is the ‘Big Garden Birdwatch’ 

this is a great activity for all the family to be 

involved in and encourages being out in the 

garden or watching from indoors, no screens 

involved (other than inputting results). For 

further information follow the link below 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/ 

We hope that you have fun with spotting a variety of different birds! 

 

 

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/
https://forms.gle/42QFCe53juve7EbZ7
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CHILDREN IN SCHOOL 

COVID SYMPTOMS 

If you or your child becomes symptomatic you and your family must self-isolate and arrange to be 
tested as soon as possible. Delays to being tested and then awaiting test results could put others at 
risk.  

If your child subsequently has a positive test it is essential that you contact school as soon as 
possible and we will contact trace for the 48 hours prior to symptoms starting or the result of a 
positive test if they were asymptomatic.  

 

COMMUNICATION  

Just a reminder that our telephone number is 01525 860247 and our email is  

(admin@silsoelower.co.uk) 

Whilst we try and check the email regularly we ask that this means of contacting us should not be 

used when informing us of things such as appointments or pick-ups relating to that same day. 

Sometimes events overtake us and emails may not be checked until out of school hours.  

Silsoe Pre-school can be reached on 01525 864938. 

Using our answerphone – we have had a number of cases of parents saying they have left messages 

about child absence but no message has been received. We are assuming this is not a system error 

otherwise no messages would be received at all and this is never the case. Please could you ensure 

that if reporting a pupil absent you choose option 1 and then option 1 again. At this point you have to 

wait for the recording asking you to leave a message after the tone. Once you’ve heard the tone 

you’re good to go with your message. Hope that helps.  

Scopay 

Thank you to all those families who have signed up to receive regular communications from the 

school.  Please make sure you open messages, read them carefully and respond where necessary. 

Bits of paper sent home often get lost and this is not a secure way to liaise with our families going 

forward. 

Website  

For information about our school, our calendar and class news please visit: 

https://www.silsoeschool.co.uk 

Each class has their own page with lots of information about the term ahead, please do take a look. 

 

OUR SCHOOL VISION 

Our vision is to be an excellent, God-centred, values-based, community-focused school where 

everyone is welcomed, encouraged and included.   

Our children will develop as creative, determined learners and responsible citizens inspired to 

achieve their God-given potential and live life in all its fullness.  We will foster understanding, 

tolerance and forgiveness within our caring Christian community. 
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