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Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have spent time over the last month thinking about the value of ‘Courage’. This is a value that 
every member of our school community has recently had to develop further. For children working 
from home, the children in school, our parents, staff and governors, we have all had to demonstrate 
courage in different ways. We often talk about courage in school and refer to being resilient and 
strong when things are challenging. As adults we can demonstrate courage to our young people. 
Having courage and being resilient does not mean that we never feel sad or upset, frightened or 
nervous. Having courage means acknowledging how we feel, talking about our feelings and the 
issues and having the resilience and courage to carry on or seek support. 

I hope that everyone feels that as we have been required to develop the value of courage over recent 
months that this has provided us with the opportunity to become more resilient and better equipped to 
face a variety of challenges now and in the future.  

We didn’t get the snow we were expecting last weekend 
however Mr Pearson assures me that this weekend there 
should be more snow! I hope that whatever the weather 
brings that you all have a restful and happy weekend with 
your family. 

Best wishes,  

Sarah Boyle 

Headteacher 

 

SHINE BRIGHT WEAR BRIGHT 

Children and staff have expressed themselves today and filled the school 
with bright colours! Thank you to those who have shared photographs of 
themselves on our Google Classroom streams. There are some fabulous 
examples of ‘Expressing Yourself’ with bright clothes and incredible face 
paints! 

 

REMOTE AND IN SCHOOL LEARNING 

I hope that our children have all had a good week and have enjoyed their learning in addition to their 
downtime activities.  

Staff have worked hard to plan and resource engaging, interesting lessons at the same time as 
learning new skills themselves so that they are able to provide this remotely. We are grateful for all 
the feedback we receive and we are pleased to hear that the addition of recorded lessons has been 
so successful and helpful to parents. We understand how challenging it is to balance looking after a 
family, continue to work and supporting remote learning too. Thank you for all your hard work 



supporting your children. We continue to be really pleased with the feedback we receive and the 
children’s work that is being shared. Well done children! 

We have continued to review our remote learning provision over the last few weeks as it is important 
to us that our home provision is of quality and is able to meet all of our children’s needs. We are 
pleased that the phone calls home to talk to you and your child have been so well received.  

We would like to develop our provision further and after half term we intend to offer a live weekly 
catch up with the children in your child’s year group and their teachers. We hope that this will provide 
an opportunity for your children to see their friends, both those in school and at home, in addition to 
seeing their class teacher. Next week you will receive a letter and attached agreement form to 
complete if you would like your child to join the live ‘catch up’ meeting after half term. Further 
information will follow next week.  

 

SAFER INTERNET DAY 

Next week we will be spending time thinking about keeping safe on line, which is so important at this 
current time. Safer Internet Day is Tuesday 9th February. Please see the separate letter and tasks on 
Google Classroom for more information.  

We will also shortly be sending out information about an online safety briefing for parents which we 
hope that you will find useful. 

 

WORLD BOOK DAY 

We look forward to celebrating World Book day in a few weeks’ time. Please keep an eye out for 
letters about events that will be taking place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN SCHOOL PROVISION 

We are extremely grateful to those families who have been able to make arrangements to reduce the 
number of days that your child is in school, where you can. This will help everyone in our community 
and is much appreciated.  

Please can I ask all critical workers to carefully consider if your child needs to be in school every day. 

The guidance sets out that parents and carers who are critical workers should keep their 
children at home if they can. 

If you are not working full time as a critical worker you should keep your child at home on the days 
you are not working. This will help reduce the number of contacts both your child, other children and 
staff in the school have and support the reduction of community transmission and demonstrate your 
support for everyone in our local community and the NHS.  

If you have currently booked a full time place but are now able to reduce the time your child needs to 

be in school, because you are at home and can safely look after your child, please contact the school 

office.  



Silsoe VC Lower School, Chestnut Avenue, Silsoe, Bedford MK45 4GP 
www.silsoeschool.co.uk 

   01525 860 247  

Places have been allocated for the week beginning 8th February. If your child has already been 

granted a place this will continue, there is no need to book again.  

If you are eligible and require a place from week beginning 22nd February for a vulnerable child or 

because you are a critical worker please do so via the link below.  

https://forms.gle/42QFCe53juve7EbZ7 

This form will close at 12pm on a Wednesday and re-open for the following week’s requests at 8am 

each Thursday for any new requests. 

If you have already booked a place for your child/they are already attending in school provision you 

do not need to rebook. However please contact the school office if you are able to reduce the time 

your child needs to be in school. 

CHILDREN IN SCHOOL 

COVID SYMPTOMS 

If you or your child becomes symptomatic you and your family must self-isolate and arrange to be 
tested as soon as possible. Delays to being tested and then awaiting test results could put others at 
risk. If your child subsequently has a positive test it is essential that you contact school as soon as 
possible and we will contact trace for the 48 hours prior to symptoms starting or the result of a 
positive test if they were asymptomatic.  

 

COMMUNICATION  

Just a reminder that our telephone number is 01525 860247 and our email is  

(admin@silsoelower.co.uk) 

Whilst we try and check the email regularly we ask that this means of contacting us should not be 

used when informing us of things such as appointments or pick-ups relating to that same day. 

Sometimes events overtake us and emails may not be checked until out of school hours.  

Silsoe Pre-school can be reached on 01525 864938. 

Using our answerphone – we have had a number of cases of parents saying they have left messages 

about child absence but no message has been received. We are assuming this is not a system error 

otherwise no messages would be received at all and this is never the case. Please could you ensure 

that if reporting a pupil absent you choose option 1 and then option 1 again. At this point you have to 

wait for the recording asking you to leave a message after the tone. Once you’ve heard the tone 

you’re good to go with your message. Hope that helps.  

Scopay 

Thank you to all those families who have signed up to receive regular communications from the 

school.  Please make sure you open messages, read them carefully and respond where necessary. 

Bits of paper sent home often get lost and this is not a secure way to liaise with our families going 

forward. 

Website  

For information about our school, our calendar and class news please visit: 

https://www.silsoeschool.co.uk 

Each class has their own page with lots of information about the term ahead, please do take a look. 

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/
https://forms.gle/42QFCe53juve7EbZ7
mailto:admin@silsoelower.co.uk
https://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/


 

FROM THE PTA… 

HELP US TO RAISE FUNDS FOR OUR SCHOOL 

Easy fundraising that won’t cost you anything!  

We are the Co-op’s local charity this year. On the Co-op app or website, 

under ‘membership’ we’d ask that you select us in the list as your local 

cause/charity. Each time you spend, money will be donated to us. 

If you are not yet a Co-op member you can sign up for just £1. As a 

member you can also collect rewards (money back) and get weekly offers. 

So you’ll soon get that £1 back  

Our charity is for Barton and Silsoe customers. You can collect money for us at any Co-op, just make 

sure to use your points/membership card each time you shop. Please pass this on to other local 

friends too. 

We are fund raising for an outdoor forest school, so the children can build confidence and 

independence and to develop a relationship between the learner and nature. It would promote mental 

wellbeing and enhance the physical health of the children for generations to come. 

Thank you all for your support.    https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/53568 

 

OUR SCHOOL VISION 

Our vision is to be an excellent, God-centred, values-based, community-focused school where 

everyone is welcomed, encouraged and included.   

Our children will develop as creative, determined learners and responsible citizens inspired to 

achieve their God-given potential and live life in all its fullness.  We will foster understanding, 

tolerance and forgiveness within our caring Christian community. 

 

 

I was delighted to see this beautiful daffodil appear at the front of our school 

earlier this week. It reminded me about the hope and joy of Spring that is to 

come.  
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