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Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have finally reached the end the first half of the Spring term and what a half term it has been!  

We have desperately missed being all together as a school community. Despite not being physically 
together we hope that the children have still felt connected to our school and their friends through 
their Google Classrooms work, emails and streams, via the stories being retold by members of staff 
and Governors, opportunities to listen to collective worship in addition to the phone calls from their 
class teacher and the certificates they have received in the post. Last week we also shared that after 
half term children will be able to join a weekly live catch up with their teachers and friends. Please 
see below for further information about this.  

At the time of writing we do not know when there will be a wider reopening of schools or when all of 
our children will be able to return. We hope that we will be in a position both locally and nationally that 
it will be safe for schools to reopen fully from 8th March. We will of course update you as soon as we 
have further information. We look forward to a time when we can all be back in our school building. 

Please be reassured that whatever decisions are made by Government on 22nd February that we will 
continue to provide a comprehensive remote learning provision in addition to on site provision for 
vulnerable children and children of critical workers who are unable to remain at home. 

This Sunday, on 14th February, many people will be celebrating Valentine’s 
Day. I am sure that we will all take the opportunity on this day to tell all our 
friends and family how much they are loved and cared for, whether they are 
near or far. We would like to let everyone in our school community know 
that even though we may be apart in distance you are all very much cared 
for and are in our thoughts and prayers.  

I wish you all a restful and happy half term holiday with your family and we 
look forward to welcoming you all back to school in the near future.  

Best wishes,  

Sarah Boyle 

Headteacher 

 

THE VIRTUAL LIBRARY 

It's great to hear that lots of you are enjoying reading at home and using 

Oxford Owl online. 

 

We would like to remind everyone that you can still use the Central 

Bedfordshire libraries to extend the choice of books for your child even 

further. 

 



If you're not yet a member, visit http://virtuallibrary.culturalservices.net/cgibin/vlib.sh/cgibin/vlib.sh?enqtype=REGISTER to 

join the library service. 

 

Once you've joined, you're able to use a Select and Collect service to borrow books by 

visiting http://virtuallibrary.culturalservices.net/webingres/bedfordshire/vlib/0.beds_libraries/select_collect.htm 

 

We hope this might be useful to some of you for your half term reading.  

REMOTE AND IN SCHOOL LEARNING 

Last week we shared that as part of our review of our remote provision we would like to develop it 
further after half term with the introduction of a live weekly catch up with the children in your child’s 
year group and their teachers. We hope that this will provide an opportunity for your children to see 
their friends, both those in school and at home, in addition to seeing their class teacher.  

Please read the agreement that has been sent with this Newsletter. If you would like your child to join 
the live weekly ‘catch up’ meetings after half term you must confirm, via your Scopay account, that 
you give permission for your child to join and that you are willing to agree to all the attached 
guidelines. Log onto your account and look for the event entitled ‘Live Video Permission.’ We must 
receive your agreement before your child can join the meeting.  

Meetings will take place weekly at 2.30pm on the following days: 

Monday-Year 4 

Tuesday- Year 2 

Wednesday-Year R 

Thursday- Year 3 

Friday- Year 1 

 

TEDDY IS HOME!  

This handsome Teddy Bear has spent the last 25 (or 
maybe longer!) living with the Lawton family in 
Silsoe where he was very loved and well looked 
after. Mrs Lawton’s children are now rather grown 
up and in their thirties! The family have kindly 
offered for Teddy to return to his original home at 
Silsoe VC Lower School and we have welcomed him 
with open arms.  

The teddy bears were originally given to children as 
part of a fundraiser in the early 1990’s. Sadly all of 
the teddies went to live with children in the village 
and none stayed at the school. We are very grateful 
to the Lawton family for sharing Teddy with us. I’m 
sure he will be loved by all of the children in the school for many years to come.  

You may be able to spot him in the window of Mrs Boyle’s office as you walk 
past. If you see him please give him a wave!  

 

 

http://virtuallibrary.culturalservices.net/cgibin/vlib.sh/cgibin/vlib.sh?enqtype=REGISTER
http://virtuallibrary.culturalservices.net/webingres/bedfordshire/vlib/0.beds_libraries/select_collect.htm
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ENJOYING THE MUSIC LESSON IN YEAR 2 

Children in the Year 2 bubble have enjoyed participating in whole class lessons learning to play the 
African drums. They listened carefully to a rhythm and then repeated the rhythm on their own drums. 
They learnt to play both independently and all together. The sound that resonated around the school 
whilst they were playing was incredible!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 3’S LEARNING ABOUT MUMMIFICATION 

 The Year 3 keyworker bubble, had a very exciting afternoon where they put their understanding of 

Egyptian mummification to the test!  

They recapped their learning from this term and then during a craft activity created their very own 

mummy!  They soon discovered that this job was a very messy one but it was worth all the hard work 

in the end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARENT CONSULTATIONS 

Ordinarily we would have arranged a time to meet with parents to discuss your child and their 

progress during this Spring term. We have decided, that in order to make this a meaningful dialogue, 

we will postpone parent consultations until after Easter. We hope that this later date will provide time 

for all children to have returned to school and for class teachers to have taught them and have a 

better understanding of each child’s attainment and progress. We will update you with a date once 

we know when all children are returning to school.  

 

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/


 

FROM THE PTA…HELP US TO RAISE FUNDS FOR OUR SCHOOL  

Easy fundraising that won’t cost you anything!  

We are the Co-op’s local charity this year. On the Co-op app or website, 

under ‘membership’ we’d ask that you select us in the list as your local 

cause/charity. Each time you spend, money will be donated to us. 

If you are not yet a Co-op member you can sign up for just £1. As a 

member you can also collect rewards (money back) and get weekly 

offers. So you’ll soon get that £1 back  

Our charity is for Barton and Silsoe customers. You can collect money for us at any Co-op, just make 

sure to use your points/membership card each time you shop. Please pass this on to other local 

friends too. 

We are fund raising for an outdoor forest school, so the children can build 

confidence and independence and to develop a relationship between the 

learner and nature. It would promote mental wellbeing and enhance the physical 

health of the children for generations to come. 

Thank you all for your support.    https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/53568 

 

IN SCHOOL PROVISION 

We are extremely grateful to those families who have been able to make arrangements to reduce the 
number of days that your child is in school, where you can. This will help everyone in our community 
and is much appreciated.  

Please can I ask all critical workers to carefully consider if your child needs to be in school every day. 

We have reached capacity in a number of ‘Bubbles’ and are close to capacity in others. It may be 
necessary for us to prioritise places in school if we receive further requests for places for these 
groups.  

We have updated our form for requesting a place and may need to seek further clarification from you 
if necessary.  

The guidance sets out that parents and carers who are critical workers should keep their 
children at home if they can. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-

provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision  

Extract from above guidance: 

Critical workers 

Parents whose work is critical to the coronavirus (COVID-19) and EU transition response include 

those who work in health and social care and in other key sectors outlined in the following sections. 

Children with at least one parent or carer who is a critical worker can go to school or college if 

required, but parents and carers should keep their children at home if they can.” 

If you are not working full time as a critical worker you should keep your child at home on the days 
you are not working. This will help reduce the number of contacts both your child, other children and 
staff in the school have and support the reduction of community transmission and demonstrate your 
support for everyone in our local community and the NHS.  

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/53568
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
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If you have currently booked a full time place but are now able to reduce the time your child needs to 

be in school, because you are at home and can safely look after your child, please contact the school 

office.  

Places have been allocated for the week beginning 22nd February. If your child has already been 

granted a place this will continue, there is no need to book again.  

If you are eligible and require a place from week beginning 1st March for a vulnerable child or 

because you are a critical worker please do so via the link below.  

https://forms.gle/bkubMV1EahTvbn2dA 

This form will close at 12pm on a Wednesday and re-open for the following week’s requests at 8am 

each Thursday for any new requests. 

If you have already booked a place for your child/they are already attending in school provision you 

do not need to rebook. However please contact the school office if you are able to reduce the time 

your child needs to be in school. 

 

TEST AND TRACE DURING HALF TERM 

This only applies to children who have been in school as a vulnerable child or child of a critical 
worker.  

A reminder that the national guidance indicates that schools are being asked to be available to 
support track and trace during half term. We ask for your help with this to enable any contacts to be 
contacted swiftly and to enable all of our staff to have a break during the holiday. 

If your child becomes symptomatic you and your family must self-isolate and arrange to be tested as 
soon as possible. Delays to being tested and then awaiting test results could put others at risk.  

If your child subsequently has a positive test it is essential that you contact school as soon as 
possible and we will contact trace for the 48 hours prior to symptoms starting or the result of 
a positive test if they were asymptomatic. 

If your child becomes symptomatic on or after Monday 15th February school will not need to contact 
trace within the school setting as symptoms will have begun more than 48 hours after last school 
contact. Parents must follow advice as per NHS Covid-19 https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/ 

If you need to contact school please do so by emailing admin@silsoelower.co.uk. This is the only 

school email that will be checked. Please put ‘COVID POSITIVE CASE’ in email subject. We will be 

regularly checking the emails during the school holiday between 9.00am -10.00am each day.  

 

CHILDREN IN SCHOOL 

COVID SYMPTOMS 

If you or your child becomes symptomatic you and your family must self-isolate and arrange to be 
tested as soon as possible. Delays to being tested and then awaiting test results could put others at 
risk.  

If your child subsequently has a positive test it is essential that you contact school as soon as 
possible and we will contact trace for the 48 hours prior to symptoms starting or the result of a 
positive test if they were asymptomatic.  

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/
https://forms.gle/bkubMV1EahTvbn2dA
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
mailto:admin@silsoelower.co.uk


 

COMMUNICATION  

Just a reminder that our telephone number is 01525 860247 and our email is  

(admin@silsoelower.co.uk) 

Whilst we try and check the email regularly we ask that this means of contacting us should not be 

used when informing us of things such as appointments or pick-ups relating to that same day. 

Sometimes events overtake us and emails may not be checked until out of school hours.  

Silsoe Pre-school can be reached on 01525 864938. 

Using our answerphone – we have had a number of cases of parents saying they have left messages 

about child absence but no message has been received. We are assuming this is not a system error 

otherwise no messages would be received at all and this is never the case. Please could you ensure 

that if reporting a pupil absent you choose option 1 and then option 1 again. At this point you have to 

wait for the recording asking you to leave a message after the tone. Once you’ve heard the tone 

you’re good to go with your message. Hope that helps.  

Scopay 

Thank you to all those families who have signed up to receive regular communications from the 

school.  Please make sure you open messages, read them carefully and respond where necessary. 

Bits of paper sent home often get lost and this is not a secure way to liaise with our families going 

forward. 

Website  

For information about our school, our calendar and class news please visit: 

https://www.silsoeschool.co.uk 

Each class has their own page with lots of information about the term ahead, please do take a look.

 

OUR SCHOOL VISION 

Our vision is to be an excellent, God-centred, values-based, community-focused school where 

everyone is welcomed, encouraged and included.   

Our children will develop as creative, determined learners and responsible citizens inspired to 

achieve their God-given potential and live life in all its fullness.  We will foster understanding, 

tolerance and forgiveness within our caring Christian community. 
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