26th February 2021

Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,
The wonderful spring weather we are currently enjoying has certainly helped to lift our spirits and look
forward to better things to come. We are delighted to be welcoming all the children back to school on
Monday 8th March and we hope that the children are excited about returning to school too.
I expect that many of our children will have questions about coming back to school, possibly some
concerns about returning to a busy classroom, maybe some worries about the work. I would like to
reassure all children, and parents, that all the staff in school will be there to support our children and
their families as we reopen the school fully.
I recently saw this poem on Twitter and it resonated with me. As a
school we would like to respond to this poem and say to every
single child in our school:
“Don’t worry.
You can do it.
We will help you.
We believe in you.
We’ll do it together”

We look forward to welcoming you on 8th March!

Best wishes,
Sarah Boyle
Headteacher

REMOTE AND IN SCHOOL LEARNING
We hope that the children all enjoyed the live catch up meetings that were held this week.
Meetings will take place again next week at 2.30pm on the following days:
Monday-Year 4
Tuesday- Year 2
Wednesday-Year R
Thursday- Year 3
Friday- Year 1

REQUEST FOR TOYS
Conifer Class would like to make a request for donations of toys please!
If you have any of the following toys that you no longer need and would like to donate to a new home
– please send into school – the children in Conifer Class would really appreciate it.








board games
K’nex
Mobilo
Magnetics/Geomag
Playmobil
Lego
small world play (such as animals/figures/play sets)

Please donate toys in good condition and leave in the reception area of school.
Surplus requirements will be shared with other classes in school.
THANK YOU.

PTA FUNDRAISING

A huge thank you to everyone who has already supported our fundraising by using their Coop
membership card, when purchasing in store. Since October 2020 your efforts have already raised
£1700 for our school, which is incredible! We have until October 2021 to continue fundraising. Please
help us to double our efforts and raise as much money as possible for our school.
As a reminder: Easy fundraising that won’t cost you anything!
We are the Co-op’s local charity this year. On the Co-op app or website, under ‘membership’ we’d
ask that you select us in the list as your local cause/charity. Each time you spend, money will be
donated to us.
If you are not yet a Co-op member you can sign up for just £1. As a member you can also collect
rewards (money back) and get weekly offers. So you’ll soon get that £1 back 
Our charity is for Barton and Silsoe customers. You can collect money for us at any Co-op, just make
sure to use your points/membership card each time you shop. Please pass this
on to other local friends too.
We are fund raising for an outdoor forest school, so the children can build
confidence and independence and to develop a relationship between the
learner and nature. It would promote mental wellbeing and enhance the
physical health of the children for generations to come.
Thank you all for your support.

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/53568

THE PTA NEEDS YOU
Our current PTA work tirelessly for our school and our children. I am incredibly grateful for the
significant amount of support that school receives from the PTA. We need your help to ensure that
we continue to have a strong PTA in the future.
Some of our lead committee members are stepping down from their roles as their children are leaving
the school in July. It is essential that we have enough parent volunteers to ensure that our PTA
survives and thrives. Our children benefit enormously from the support and fundraising efforts of the
PTA. The fundraising enables school to provide the special extras that school would otherwise not be
able to afford such as subsidising school visits, providing special enrichment activities such as the
school theatre, Christmas gifts, additional resources for classrooms or the library as well as
organising fun events for the children such as the school disco. It would be such a shame for our
children not to benefit when we have such a skilled and talented community and parent group. You
can make a difference to your child’s education and experience in school! Please help!

There will be vacancies for the following roles;




Chair/Co-Chairs
Secretary
Treasurer

Please consider taking on one of these roles,
either as a shared role or on your own. Without
these roles being filled, unfortunately the PTA
can no longer continue. This would be a huge
loss to the school.
Current post holders are willing to support you for the remainder of the school year.
If you are interested in any of these roles then please message Tracy Palmer or Claire Hazel on
silsoelowerschoolpta@yahoo.co.uk or via facebook messenger. Thank you.

TEDDY HAS A FRIEND!
I hope that you have been able to spot Teddy in the
window of Mrs Boyle’s office as you walk past. If
you have looked recently you will have seen that
Teddy now has a friend! Mr Pearson has allowed
his Silsoe Bear to visit school for a little while to say
hello to you all and keep our Teddy company. If you
see them in the window please give them both a
wave!
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CHILDREN IN SCHOOL
COVID SYMPTOMS
If you or your child becomes symptomatic you and your family must self-isolate and arrange to be
tested as soon as possible. Delays to being tested and then awaiting test results could put others at
risk.
If your child subsequently has a positive test it is essential that you contact school as soon as
possible and we will contact trace for the 48 hours prior to symptoms starting or the result of a
positive test if they were asymptomatic.

THE VIRTUAL LIBRARY
It's great to hear that lots of you are enjoying reading at
home and using Oxford Owl online.
We would like to remind everyone that you can still use the
Central Bedfordshire libraries to extend the choice of books
for your child even further.

If you're not yet a member,
visit http://virtuallibrary.culturalservices.net/cgibin/vlib.sh/cgibin/vlib.sh?enqtype=REGISTER to join
the library service.
Once you've joined, you're able to use a Select and Collect service to borrow books by
visiting http://virtuallibrary.culturalservices.net/webingres/bedfordshire/vlib/0.beds_libraries/select_coll
ect.htm

COMMUNICATION
Just a reminder that our telephone number is 01525 860247 and our email is
(admin@silsoelower.co.uk)
Whilst we try and check the email regularly we ask that this means of contacting us should not be
used when informing us of things such as appointments or pick-ups relating to that same day.
Sometimes events overtake us and emails may not be checked until out of school hours.
Silsoe Pre-school can be reached on 01525 864938.
Using our answerphone – we have had a number of cases of parents saying they have left messages
about child absence but no message has been received. We are assuming this is not a system error
otherwise no messages would be received at all and this is never the case. Please could you ensure
that if reporting a pupil absent you choose option 1 and then option 1 again. At this point you have to
wait for the recording asking you to leave a message after the tone. Once you’ve heard the tone
you’re good to go with your message. Hope that helps.
Scopay

Thank you to all those families who have signed up to receive regular communications from the
school. Please make sure you open messages, read them carefully and respond where necessary.
Bits of paper sent home often get lost and this is not a secure way to liaise with our families going
forward.
Website
For information about our school, our calendar and class news please visit:
https://www.silsoeschool.co.uk
Each class has their own page with lots of information about the term ahead, please do take a look.

OUR SCHOOL VISION
Our vision is to be an excellent, God-centred, values-based, community-focused school where
everyone is welcomed, encouraged and included.
Our children will develop as creative, determined learners and responsible citizens inspired to
achieve their God-given potential and live life in all its fullness. We will foster understanding,
tolerance and forgiveness within our caring Christian community.

OUR CURRENT VALUE IS: POSITIVITY
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