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Dear Parents and Carers, 

You should be extremely proud of your children, we are! Children have returned to school this week 
with such a positive and cheerful attitude. We are so pleased with the resilience and determination 
that has been demonstrated with their classroom work as well as the love and care for their friends. It 
has been wonderful to see friends reunited and to watch the children enjoy being in each other’s 
company again and strengthening their friendships as they play and work together. Well done to 
everyone!  

I expect that homes have felt rather quiet this week and you have missed having the children at home 
during the day. Although I am sure that many parents and carers are grateful for a little bit of 
normality! 

Children have spent the last week settling back into school, being reminded of school expectations 
and routines, getting used to being in school all day and enjoying engaging in learning with their 
class. They have all worked really hard and I imagine that there may well be some very tired children 
after this first full week back. We have decided not to set homework until after Easter. As many 
children have been learning remotely for a number of months we think that after a busy week 
returning to school that the weekend should be for family time. 
We hope that you can enjoy some family time together without 
having to worry about homework, particularly when you have all 
done such an incredible job since Christmas supporting children 
with their learning at home.  

Wishing everyone a very special Mothering Sunday! 

  

Best wishes,  

Sarah Boyle 

Headteacher 

 

IT'S MOTHERING SUNDAY 

This Sunday is Mothering Sunday, and the churches in Silsoe, 
Flitton and Pulloxhill have combined to produce a special 
video service on the theme of 'What Makes a Good Mother?'  
The service includes something for all ages - featuring drama, 
music and an interview with a new Mum, as well as a craft 
activity and Mothering Sunday card that can be downloaded, 
coloured and customised.  You can view the service on 
Sunday on the Virtual Vicar page of our website at 
https://3churches.uk/what-makes-a-good-mother/  and 

download the craft activities at https://3churches.uk/mothering-sunday-craft-activities/ 

 

https://3churches.uk/what-makes-a-good-mother/
https://3churches.uk/mothering-sunday-craft-activities/


DROP OFF AND COLLECTION TIMES 

A reminder about drop off and collection times. Please do not arrive at school more than 5 minutes 

before your scheduled time, this will ensure that we limit the number of people on site at any time.  

If you have more than one child or are a registered child minder you can drop off and collect all of 

your children at the earliest time given for your family if you would like to, avoiding the need to wait 

off site. 

Please wait with your child on the allocated line until a member of staff receives them into school. 

Please do not leave children unsupervised on the playground.  

To reduce the number of adults on the school site at one time we respectfully request that only one 

adult drops off or collects for each family. 

Class Arrival Time Collection Time 

Acorn 8.55am 3.20pm 

Chestnut 8.55am 3.20pm 

Hawthorn 9.05am 3.30pm 

Willow 9.05am 3.30pm 

Maple 8.45am 3.10pm 

Sycamore 8.55am 3.20pm 

Pine 8.45am 3.10pm 

Palm 8.45am 3.10pm 

Oak 9.05am 3.30pm 

Elm 9.05am 3.30pm 

Conifer 9.15am Individual collection 
times 

 

SCIENCE WEEK 

This week has been very exciting in school because we have been 

celebrating British Science Week. The theme this year is 

‘Innovating for the future’ and we have been reflecting on how 

inventions have changed our world and thinking about what 

inventions we would like to create in the future. This is the first of two events to celebrate science week, the other will 

be in the summer term.   

We were supported to run science week by a grant that we have received from ‘British Science Week – Kick start’ who 

aim to inspire young people from a diverse backgrounds to gain interest in science.  

In Early Years, they have been planting and creating ice gardens. The children really enjoyed getting their hands dirty 

and thought the ice gardens were beautiful!  

In year 1, we took part in an investigation on what happens when you have food coloured milk and add washing up 

liquid. The bonds of the fat in milk and the washing up liquid are so strong that it pushes out the other bonds making it 

look like we had cleaned the milk. The kids were excited to see whether it had the same effect with different colours 

and what would happen if we added more.  

In year 2 and Conifer class, they were investigating what happens when you mix an acid and an alkaline. They started by 

mixing food colouring and vinegar and then pouring it into baking soda. They reacted together to create carbon dioxide 

bubbles which were very colourful. The kids then wanted to know what would happen if the colours were mixed 

together when they were fizzing! The rainbow it created was beautiful!  

In year 3, they were becoming inventors and testing designs for how to protect an egg from a fall. They used many 

different materials including bubble wrap, paper straws and other household items to create the eggs protection. There  
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was lots of excitement during the egg drop and they held their breath as they discovered whether the eggs had cracked. 

In palm class, only one egg was saved! 

In year 4, they started the week by investigating the role of vaccinations in protecting people from a virus. They placed 

dots onto specific jenga pieces to represent people who had been vaccinated. As they pulled the blocks if they had been 

vaccinated they were placed back in the tower. If they were not they were removed. They then investigated what would 

happen if they vaccinated more people. The children were interested and enjoyed when the tower tumbled! They 

concluded the more people who were vaccinated the better protected we were! Later in the week, the children were 

trying to visualise what a school without paper would look like. They came up with alternatives including every child 

having their own tablet to work on instead. Finally, to better understand how it is made year 4 children created their 

own paper.  

Everyone really enjoyed their experiments and we are looking forward to the next event in the summer term.  

Please enjoy looking at the photo’s at the back of this newsletter. 

 

MMR VACCINE 

Are your family up to date with the MMR vaccine? 

Most of us know that measles can make children very poorly, but did you 

know that measles can also lead to life threatening complications if you 

are not vaccinated.  Central Bedfordshire Council, in collaboration with 

Public Health,  are encouraging parents and carers to find out if their 

family are fully protected against measles.  It’s difficult to know which 

services are available during the current pandemic, but parents can be 

confident that the MMR vaccination is not affected by Covid.  If a child is 

due to have their vaccination, or has missed one, they are available through your GP.   

How many doses of the vaccination do children need to be fully protected? 

The MMR vaccine is given in two doses, the first dose of the vaccine is at 1 year of age with the 

second being given at 3 years and four months.  If you’re older children have missed their second, 

don’t panic!  They can be vaccinated and protected.   Get in touch with your GP to find out how.  

Missed a vaccination? 

If a child has missed a vaccination, don’t worry, you can contact your GP to arrange a new 

appointment during the Covid pandemic.   A catch-up vaccine is also available.    

For further information on the MMR vaccine, get in touch with your local GP or visit the NHS website.   

Don’t wait…vaccinate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/MMR


REMOTE LEARNING SURVEY 

We value the feedback you provided about remote 

learning after the first lockdown. It was really 

encouraging and helpful to receive such positive 

feedback about things that we were doing really well, 

recognising the hard work of all involved in trying to 

meet the needs of the children. 

We were also grateful for your views about how we 

could make remote learning even better. We 

considered your feedback and implemented many of 

your suggestions for improvements in remote learning 

during this second full lockdown.  

We want the very best for your child and have worked hard to provide the best remote learning 

experience that we can provide, supporting your child’s learning, mental health and wellbeing.  

It is important to us that we continue to reflect on what we are doing well and how we could make 

further improvements. We hope that there will not be a need for a third full lockdown but we need to 

have a plan prepared. Remote learning will still be used in the event of a bubble closure or if a child is 

self-isolating. To help us to review our remote learning provision we would value your feedback on 

the remote learning provided by Silsoe Lower School throughout last half term from January 2021 

until the full return on 8th March. 

We first sent the survey in February to review our remote learning provision and consult on how best 

to support you with remote learning at home. Thank you to all those who were able to respond. If you 

have not already responded we would still value your feedback and would be grateful if you could 

complete the questionnaire, via the link below, by Friday 19th March at 9.00am. This will help us to 

better understand your experiences regarding the remote learning provision, reflect on what worked 

well and consider if there are any areas that we could improve further.  

https://forms.gle/q5C91r8QvhYiLb8i6 

If you experience any problems or need support with the questionnaire please contact 

admin@silsoelower.co.uk.  

Thank you for taking the time to provide feedback and for sharing your views, we appreciate being 

able to work in partnership with you to provide the best experience for our children. 

  

 

RED NOSE DAY, FRIDAY 19TH MARCH 

To support Comic Relief, next Friday children can come to school in non-uniform, wearing something 
red. If your child would like to share a joke with their class there will be time during the school day to 
share jokes and laugh and smile together. Please write the joke down and send it in with your child if 
they have a favourite joke but they don’t think they will be able to remember it. We are unable to take 
cash donations in school at this time but there are many opportunities around to donate to this cause 
should you wish to.  

https://forms.gle/q5C91r8QvhYiLb8i6
mailto:admin@silsoelower.co.uk
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A reminder… 

Following Government guidance, we are still trying to limit traffic in school so please only come in to 
the school office if absolutely necessary and try and use our post box if at all possible. If a water 
bottle is left at home a child will be provided with water, if a reading book is forgotten it can be 
changed another day.  

Also, Children should only be bringing plain tap water into school in their water bottles. We have 
become aware that some children are bringing in squash. 

Don’t forget to let the staff know in the school office if any of your personal data changes. That could 
be emails, telephone numbers, doctors surgeries, medical conditions etc. It is extremely important we 
hold up to date information for you and your child/children.  

Thank you.  

 

SCHOOL MEALS 

A new menu will be issued shortly for after the Easter holidays. We will be requiring meals to be pre-
ordered again so look out for this being sent to you and the deadline for it to be returned.  

A reminder that children should be having either a packed lunch from home 5 days a week or a 
school provided meal 5 days a week. Unfortunately, we are unable to accommodate different choices 
on different days.  

If you would like your child to move from a packed lunch to a school meal, please could you complete 

and return a menu by a Wednesday to enable your child to have a school meal from the following 

Monday. Menus and dinner money should be returned by book bags or the postbox. Similarly if you 

would like to cancel a school meal please could you email admin@silsoelower.co.uk by a 

Wednesday to cancel the meal from the following Monday. 

 

COVID SYMPTOMS 

If you or your child becomes symptomatic you and your family must self-isolate and arrange to be 
tested as soon as possible. Delays to being tested and then awaiting test results could put others at 
risk.  

If your child subsequently has a positive test it is essential that you contact school as soon as 
possible and we will contact trace for the 48 hours prior to symptoms starting or the result of a 
positive test if they were asymptomatic.  

 

COMMUNICATION  

Just a reminder that our telephone number is 01525 860247 and our email is  

(admin@silsoelower.co.uk) 

Whilst we try and check the email regularly we ask that this means of contacting us should not be 

used when informing us of things such as appointments or pick-ups relating to that same day. 

Sometimes events overtake us and emails may not be checked until out of school hours.  

Silsoe Pre-school can be reached on 01525 864938. 

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/
mailto:admin@silsoelower.co.uk
mailto:admin@silsoelower.co.uk


Using our answerphone – Please could you ensure that if reporting a pupil absent you choose option 

1 and then option 1 again. At this point you have to wait for the recording asking you to leave a 

message after the tone. Once you’ve heard the tone you’re good to go with your message. If your 

child is going to be absent for any reason we ask that you contact school as soon as possible but by 

9:30 at the latest.   

Scopay 

WE ARE NO LONGER USING PARENTMAIL! You will no longer be able to access new 

communications through the parentmail app. All letters and messages will arrive directly into your 

email inbox. The sender address will read silsoesch@scopay.com If you are not receiving these 

emails please check your junk box. If you’re still not receiving emails, you may need to check we 

have your correct contact details.  

Please make sure you open messages, read them carefully and respond where necessary. We find 

that deadlines are often missed and this can make organising things like school meals and parents 

evenings very difficult. Thank you for your help with this, we really appreciate it.  

 

Website  

For information about our school, our calendar and class news please visit: 

https://www.silsoeschool.co.uk 

Each class has their own page with lots of information about the term ahead, please do take a look.

 

OUR CURRENT VALUE IS: LOVE & FORGIVENESS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR SCHOOL VISION 

Our vision is to be an excellent, God-centred, values-based, community-focused 
school where everyone is welcomed, encouraged and included. 

Our children will develop as creative, determined learners and responsible citizens 
inspired to achieve their God-given potential and live life in all its fullness.  We will 
foster understanding, tolerance and forgiveness within our caring Christian 
community. 

https://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/
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SCIENCE WEEK 
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Early Years 
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