18th December 2020

Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,
I expect that this Christmas will be rather different for many of us and unfortunately lots of us won’t be
seeing all of our extended family and friends in the way that we usually would. However, I hope that
in the quieter moments you have the opportunity to rest and relax, enjoy being with the family that
you are able to spend time with and appreciate all the wonderful things that have happened this year.
Despite 2020 being a year to remember for the global pandemic there has also been a lot of
wonderful things to be grateful for. I will remember the year for the incredible resilience and team
effort from the staff, the much appreciated support from the local community, the fabulous children at
Silsoe Lower who have kept us smiling and focussed on the important everyday moments of success
and happiness. We have been so privileged in school to be surrounded by joy and to be able to
celebrate Christmas with the children. They have really made it very special.
Thank you so much for all the Christmas greetings, cards and gifts that we have received in school
this week, they are very much appreciated.
We look forward to welcoming the children back to school on Tuesday 5th January 2021. If anything
changes, due to government guidance, we will of course keep you updated.
With my very best wishes to all our children and families. I hope that this Christmas holiday everyone
has the opportunity for a Christmas filled with Peace, Good Health and Joy.
Sarah Boyle
Headteacher

STUDENT NEWS
Please look at the Student News section on our website to keep up to date with some of the things
that have been happening this week in school. https://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/student-news

COVID UPDATE
A reminder that the national guidance indicates that schools are being asked to be available to
support track and trace for 6 days following the last school day (18th December). We ask for your help
with this to enable any contacts to be contacted swiftly and to enable all of our staff to have a break
at Christmas.
If your child becomes symptomatic you and your family must self-isolate and arrange to be tested as
soon as possible. Delays to being tested and then awaiting test results could put others at risk.
If your child subsequently has a positive test it is essential that you contact school as soon as
possible and we will contact trace for the 48 hours prior to symptoms starting or the result of
a positive test if they were asymptomatic.
If your child becomes symptomatic on or after Monday 21st December school will not need to contact
trace within the school setting as symptoms will have begun more than 48 hours after last school

contact. Parents must follow advice as per NHS Covid-19 https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronaviruscovid-19/
If you need to contact school please do so by emailing admin@silsoelower.co.uk. This is
the only school email that will be checked. Please put ‘COVID POSITIVE CASE’ in email subject. We
will be regularly checking the emails for the first 6 days of the school holiday. Emails will not be
checked on Christmas Day, Boxing Day and then intermittently until January.

CHRISTMAS WISHES TO TAYMER NURSING HOME
Unfortunately, this year we are not able to visit Taymer nursing home with the children however it
was really important to the children that they were still able to wish everyone in the nursing home a
Happy Christmas.
The Christmas cards below are a selection of the cards that have been sent to the residents and staff
in Taymer Nursing Home this week.
We wish everyone at Taymer a ‘Happy and Healthy Christmas!’

PANTOMIME
The children have enjoyed the incredible and hilarious
online version of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ pantomime
this week. The laughter has resonated around the
school and has filled us all with joy!

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE
On Sunday 13th December a short video service was posted on the 3 churches website; if you
haven’t had the opportunity to watch it yet I would really recommend it. It is a lovely way to get to
know our new vicar, Rev David Payne, and his wife Jo. They are a great team and in the short time
they have been in the village they have already had a couple of visits to school and have been really
supportive and keen to engage with the children in school, even if only virtually so far! We look
forward to working with them over the coming months and years.
https://3churches.uk/virtual-christingle-13-december-2020/.

Thank you to all those children who have already sent a photograph of their Christingle to the gallery,
there are some fabulous creations!
If you haven’t done yet, email your picture to VirtualVicar@3churches.uk and they’ll be posted in the
Christingle gallery. The Vicar will award ten festive choccie oranges to the senders of the best ten
pictures!
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CHRISTMAS SONGS
Our wonderful music teacher, Mrs
Pugh, and children from year 2
played Christmas songs for us as
children were collected to go home
on Thursday evening. The
playground was filled with the
sound of festive tunes; it was
amazing. Thank you Mrs Pugh and
children, it was a real treat!

A VISIT FROM A VERY IMPORTANT VISITOR!
We are very grateful that Father Christmas was able to spare some time in his busy schedule to
come and visit children at Silsoe VC Lower School during their class parties! Obviously he remained
socially distanced whilst he delivered gifts for each child and a gift for each classroom. All the
children assured him they had been good and looked forward to him visiting again on Christmas Eve!

CHRISTMAS NATIVITY
The retelling of the Christmas Story is always a special event in school
and this year more than ever we wanted to share the hope that the birth of
Jesus brings at Christmas time with everyone. We are sad that this year,
due to Covid restrictions, we were not able to have a whole school
Christmas performance or invite families into school in the way that we
usually do. However, we hope that you will enjoy watching our virtual
Christmas Story.
We are delighted that our Reception children, in their first year of school, have still been able to
feature in the nativity story and will always be able to treasure the time they were a Shepherd, Sheep,
Donkey, Angel, Inn Keeper, Wise Man, Mary or Joseph!
Thank you to our oldest children in school who have narrated the story.
Every child in the school has taken part in the retelling of the Christmas Story and although we have
not been able to sing all children have enjoyed performing and signing the songs.

Please look on your child’s Google Classroom page for our virtual Christmas Nativity Story!
There will be some surprises posted on Google Classroom on Christmas Eve too!

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Christmas lunch was wonderful! Amazing food was enjoyed
by all and a great Christmas celebration atmosphere. Thank
you to all the staff who helped to make it possible and with
special thanks to the kitchen staff who prepared and cooked
the delicious Christmas lunch for so many people. Thank you!

Does anyone recognise the cheerful Elf who joined us for
Christmas lunch?!

GOOGLE CLASSROOM CHRISTMAS SURPRISES
Please do look at your child’s Google Classroom page.
You will find Christmas messages from staff and Governors to the children plus keep an eye out on
Christmas Eve for special recordings of Christmas stories told by staff and Governors.
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SCHOOL LUNCHES
We have reviewed the lunch menu for the last half term and have reflected on feedback given. We
are pleased to share that we have a new menu for the Spring term. Please do read the separate
letter and menu for school lunches and respond accordingly.
Packed lunches – to assist with the smooth running of lunchtimes and to keep everyone safe please
could we ask parents only to pack things which can be easily opened by the children. Please could
we also remind you that we cannot have foods containing nuts in school as we have a number of
children with severe allergies.
Knives and forks – we have noticed that there are a high number of children in school who are finding
using a knife and fork a little challenging. At this current time to be safe we are trying to encourage
children to cut up their own food as far as possible. If you get the opportunity over the Christmas
break to help them practice cutting up their food and how to hold their cutlery to be most effective that
would be really helpful, thank you.

VACANCIES
We currently have vacancies for Midday Supervisors (MDSA’s), we are particularly seeking people
who may be interested in being bank staff MDSA’s. We would be delighted to hear from you if you
are reliable, nurturing, enthusiastic, enjoy supporting the children in their play and support our school
ethos and vision. If you would be interested in this role or are aware of a young at heart grandparent
who may interested then please do get in touch. If you are unable to commit to 5 days a week then
being on our Bank register may be the perfect role for you. Please see our school website for more
information or call to speak to a member of staff in the school office. We look forward to hearing from
you.

COMMUNICATION
Just a reminder that our telephone number is 01525 860247 and our email is
admin@silsoelower.co.uk
Whilst we try and check the email regularly we ask that this means of contacting us should not be
used when informing us of things such as appointments or pick-ups relating to that same day.
Sometimes events overtake us and emails may not be checked until out of school hours. If you do
need to change collection arrangements, please try and call before lunchtime to give our office staff a
chance to pass on messages to relevant classroom staff.
Silsoe Pre-school can be reached on 01525 864938.
Using our answerphone – we have had a number of cases of parents saying they have left messages
about child absence but no message has been received. We are assuming this is not a system error
otherwise no messages would be received at all and this is never the case. Please could you ensure
that if reporting a pupil absent you choose option 1 and then option 1 again. At this point you have to
wait for the recording asking you to leave a message after the tone. Once you’ve heard the tone
you’re good to go with your message. Hope that helps.
Scopay
Thank you to all those families who have signed up to receive regular communications from the
school. Please make sure you open messages, read them carefully and respond where necessary.
Bits of paper sent home often get lost and this is not a secure way to liaise with our families going
forward.

Website
For information about our school, our calendar and class news please visit:
https://www.silsoeschool.co.uk
Each class has their own page with lots of information about the term ahead, please do take a look.

OUR SCHOOL VISION
Our vision is to be an excellent, God-centred, values-based, community-focused school where
everyone is welcomed, encouraged and included.
Our children will develop as creative, determined learners and responsible citizens inspired to
achieve their God-given potential and live life in all its fullness. We will foster understanding,
tolerance and forgiveness within our caring Christian community.
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