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Dear Parents and Carers, 

The last 6 weeks have been exceptionally busy in school and the children have worked incredibly 
hard to consolidate and remember previous learning as well as acquiring new knowledge and 
skills across the curriculum.  

There has been much exciting learning happening in each year group across all the curriculum 
subjects. The children have thoroughly enjoyed reading their new guided reading texts and have 
immersed themselves in the books each week. The class guided reading time has afforded the 
children an opportunity to further develop their vocabulary and comprehension skills whilst reading 
and listening to a challenging text. The texts have really engaged the children, being linked to 
learning in subjects across the curriculum and this has supported their learning and 
understanding. We have asked the PTA to continue to fundraise to help us to expand our library of 
class sets of quality challenging guided reading texts.  

Covid has challenged us once again and unfortunately quite a number of pupils and staff in our 
school community have been unwell this half term. However we hope that the half term break will 
be a good opportunity to rest and relax and that everyone will return to school next half term 
refreshed and ready for the term ahead.  

I wish you all an enjoyable and restful half term and look forward to welcoming you back to school 
on Monday 21st February. 

With best wishes,   

Sarah Boyle 

Headteacher 

 

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 

Here at Silsoe VC Lower School, we place great importance on positive mental health for all. To 

support us on our journey of promoting mental health throughout the school community, I recently 

embarked upon a School Mental Health Leadership training programme provided by Headsight 

Training. The following quote expresses the very reasons we are choosing to do this;  

“Mental health influences how we think and feel about ourselves and others 
and how we interpret events. It affects our capacity to learn, to communicate 

and to form, sustain and end relationships. It also influences our ability to cope 
with change, transition and life events.” (Dr Lynne Friedli 2004) 

We continue to promote mental health and well-being across our school through our culture, ethos 

and environment. This will include; 

 creating a safe and calm environment where mental health problems are less likely 
 improving the mental health and well-being of the whole school population and equipping 

pupils to be resilient  



 teaching pupils about mental well-being through the curriculum and reinforcing this 
teaching through school activities and ethos 

 recognising emerging issues as early and accurately as possible 
 helping pupils to access early support and interventions where appropriate 

 working effectively with external agencies to provide swift access or referrals to specialist 
support and treatment. 
 

Mrs Shires, Mental Health and Well-Being Lead Practitioner 
 

EXPANSION OF OUR PASTORAL/MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING TEAM 

We are delighted to be welcoming Mrs Brown to our pastoral team after half term. Mrs Brown has 

worked in Education for many years and has a wealth of knowledge, skills and experience 

supporting children and young people with their mental health and well-being. Mrs Brown has 

previously volunteered in our school and has successfully supported a number of children through 

her therapeutic approaches. We are so pleased that we are now in a position to employ Mrs 

Brown and hope that she will be able to support many more of our children. 

 

FAMILY SUPPORT 

Please see the information from Mind BLMK – local drop in sessions available if you feel you need 

someone to talk to. 

 

 

YEAR 3 EGYPTIAN EXPERIENCE  

Earlier in the term, on the 21st January, Year 3 were very lucky to experience an Egyptian 

Workshop Day! In the session the children met Ari. Ari was an Egyptian scribe who guided us 

through the life of an Ancient Egyptian.  

Ari fumbled his way through the embalming and mummification process of a mummy in front of our 

shocked and captivated children!  

He bought hieroglyphic stencils, black paint and authentic reed pens and papyrus into school, so 

the children could experience what it was like to become Egyptian scribes. 
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Ari also bought in some very special, authentic board games for the children to learn and play. 

These board game were based on what games Ancient Egyptians would have played.  

 

He showed the children various replica Ancient Egyptian artefacts and talked about their 

significance. Many of the artefacts have been made in modern-day Egypt so were extremely 

authentic! 

Overall, the children had a fantastic day learning about Ancient Egypt. They thoroughly enjoyed 

the hands on experience and they all have been able to apply this knowledge to their subsequent 

history lessons.  

What a wonderful way for History to be brought to life for the children, this will certainly help the 

children to remember what they have learnt about the Egyptians! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECRUITMENT 

 

CURRENT VACANCIES 

We are currently advertising for the following roles: 

 Teaching Assistants (temporary contract) 

 Teaching Assistant SEN (permanent contract) 

 Before & After School Club Manager (permanent contract)  
 

For more details and an application form, please visit Vacancies - Silsoe Church of England VC 

Lower School (silsoeschool.co.uk) 

 

SAFEGUARDING  

We have received the information below from the Safeguarding Team at CBC.  

Prevent in Education are running a Fake News, Extremism and the online space webinar for 

Parents, Carers and community members on Tuesday 22nd Feb 1800-1930.  The session aims to 

raise awareness for adults on the increasingly complex and sensitive topic, tackling perceptions 

around fake news, conspiracy theories and extremism on and offline and how to support young 

people (and each other) to build resilience to these issues and related extremist ideologies.  For 

details and to book on, go to: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1-luton-220222-fake-news-

parentscommunities-1800-1930-tickets-208057073307 

 

SAFER INTERNET USE 

Tuesday was Safer Internet Day and during this week your child/children have focused on how 

they can keep themselves safe when using online technologies.  

We would like to invite you to attend a virtual digital safeguarding session with Sally Simmonds 

from Bedfordshire Police Community Safety Team on Wednesday 23rd February at 6.00pm. This 

will take place using Microsoft TEAMS.  

https://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/vacancies.html
https://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/vacancies.html
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1-luton-220222-fake-news-parentscommunities-1800-1930-tickets-208057073307
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1-luton-220222-fake-news-parentscommunities-1800-1930-tickets-208057073307
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The session will be approximately 30 minutes long and will look at ways in which we can help to 

keep our children safe in the digital world. Please see the attached leaflet for some further 

information and resources from the police regarding online safety.  

If you would like to attend we would be grateful if you could register your interest using the link by 

Monday 21st February. 

https://forms.gle/kKbd2sxiCuRVHzoGA 

A link to access the meeting will be emailed out to all families on Wednesday 23rd February. 

 

 

 

SAFETY AROUND OUR SCHOOL SITE 

Thank you to everyone who is following the one way system around the outside of the school, this  

is in place to ease the flow of traffic around school and is particularly helpful where we have 

narrow paths and families with pushchairs and a number of children walking with them. This 

enables us to avoid congestion points at all times. We ask that the one way system is respected 

by all. Thank you. 

We have also had calls again from our neighbours complaining about parking and speeding at 

drop off and pick up times. Please could we ask that you are considerate of those living in the 

vicinity of our school. It is important to be courteous to our neighbours. Thank you.  

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Nexus Fostering, based in Ampthill, has been making a 

difference in the lives of disadvantaged children and young 

people in care since 2002. We currently have 2500 children 

referred to us each month from the local authorities who are 

unable to find families so we really need to recruit more foster 

carers in Bedfordshire and the surrounding area.  

Could you foster?   

Would you like to find out how you can provide a family home to 

children in your area? Nexus Fostering is a well-established and 

highly regarded fostering agency, based in Ampthill, who are 

urgently seeking full-time foster carers willing to foster older 

children and siblings. The agency is rated Ofsted 'Outstanding' 

in all areas and place a high premium on the quality of support 

and care that they provide to every one of the foster carers and, 

in turn, the children and young people placed with them.  

To find out more about becoming a foster carer in Bedfordshire and surrounding areas please call 

0800 389 0143 or email foster@nexusfostering.co.uk.  
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SUPPORT AVAILABLE 

We have been asked by Luton Adults & Children’s Services and Bedfordshire Community Health Services to promote 

The Local Offer. The Local Offer helps families find information about local services, support and events for children 

and young people aged 0 to 25 years who have special educational needs or disabilities (SEND).  

The aim of the local offer is to provide clear, comprehensive, and accessible information about support and 

opportunities available for children and young people with special educational needs in our area. 

To ensure that the provision of services in education, health and social care are more responsive to local needs and 
aspirations of children and young people by directly involving them, their parents/ carers and service providers in its 
development and review. 

Find out more about the Local Offer, run by the councils, in your area by clicking on one of the links below: 

Luton: https://directory.luton.gov.uk/kb5/luton/directory/localoffer.page  

Central Beds: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-
_local_offer  

Beds Borough: https://localoffer.bedford.gov.uk/kb5/bedford/directory/home.page  

 

Have you seen our Diagnosis Support Pack?   
 
Our Diagnosis Support Pack (DSP) has been coproduced by families for families 

following a diagnosis of a neurodiversity, and contains information, resources and 

signposting in a variety of media (video's, infographics, animations), split into 14 

sections - from sleep to medication, and lots more. 

Families have described the experience of their child receiving a neurodiversity diagnosis (e.g. Autism or 

ADHD) with mixed emotions and following the lengthy diagnosis process are left with little information, or 

understanding of ‘what next?’  They told us that a 'one-stop shop' for information, resources and 

signposting following a diagnosis would be useful, and they would like this information to be accessible and 

from a trusted source.  

The pack has been co-produced with the help of parents, young people, local Parent Carer Forums, 

CAMHS, Education Psychology and other key partners. 

All pages have been made easy to follow, with links that guide you through the pack.  As well as making 

the pack informative and useful, it was really important to us that the pack uplifts people and celebrates 

neurodiversity. We know many families find receiving a diagnosis a challenging time but empowering 

messages and having positive role models are so important to help parents/carers and young people on 

their journey. 

The weblink to the Diagnosis Support Pack 

is:  www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/dsp or by scanning on this QR Code.  
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WORLD THINKING DAY 

Some of our Girl Guides have requested that we take part in World Thinking Day which I was very pleased to agree 

to. More information can be found by following the link.  

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/events-and-opportunities/regular-girlguiding-events/world-thinking-

day/what-is-world-thinking-day/ 

All Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (Rainbows and Brownies) are able to come to school in their Guides/Rainbow/Brownie 

uniform on 22nd February to mark World Thinking Day. 

 

 

 

SPRING TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

22nd February World Thinking Day – Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, Rainbows and Brownies may 
come to school on this day in their uniforms.  

28th February Chicks arrive in reception classes 

2nd March Year 3 Faith Tour – more information to follow. 

3rd March  World Book Day – see attached letter.  
 

14th March British Science Week – the theme is Growth.  

15th & 17th 
March 

Parents Evenings – more information to follow. 

1ST April Hop Bop Disco   4pm-5pm Reception, Yr1 & Yr2 
                           5:30pm-6:30pm Year 3 & Yr 4 
More information will follow. See attached leaflet. Contact the PTA if you are 
able to help.  
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OUR CURRENT VALUE IS: PATIENCE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


