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Newsletter  

 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I’m sure you will have spotted the building work 

taking place over the last week. We are delighted 

that our long awaited outdoor classroom is coming 

to fruition. Setter Play are currently busy 

constructing it and we hope that it will be completed 

by the time the children return after the holiday. 

This new outdoor facility will enable a whole class 

to be seated undercover and undertake a lesson 

outside and will be particularly beneficial when 

delivering lessons such as PE, Science etc. to have 

an outdoor base to work in when on the field. We are hoping it will be well used during break and 

lunchtimes too for small group work, clubs, first aid, shade and a water station etc.  

The building work doesn’t stop there and in a few 

weeks’ time Setter Play will be returning to construct 

the outdoor adventure trail and complete the all-

weather flooring for the classroom and adventure 

trail. We are very grateful to the PTA who have 

worked incredibly hard over a number of years to 

fundraise to enable a significant contribution of 

£5000 towards the outdoor learning environment. 

Thank you to the hard work of all those who have 

supported the PTA both past and present to enable 

such a large donation in support of this project. We are certain that this new adventure trail will be 

enjoyed by all children in our school. We would also like to acknowledge and say thank you to 

Central Bedfordshire for the COMF grant we applied for and were awarded to support us with the 

outdoor classroom project.  

We have exciting plans for the future to develop a reflection garden and forest school area. We 

hope that you are able to continue to support the PTA with their fundraising so that we can further 



develop our outside learning environment for our children to enjoy. On completion of phase 1 we 

will share our plans for phase two, invite you to make suggestions and ask for your help with 

fundraising to enable our plans to come to life.  

I wish you all a safe, happy and relaxing half term holiday. 

With best wishes, 

Sarah Boyle 

Headteacher 

 

WELCOME TO NEW STAFF 

After half term we welcome some new members of staff to our team. 

Mrs Pearson will be joining us to lead our After School Care Club. Mrs Golder will continue to 

support Care Club over the next half term transition period before she retires from this role at 

Christmas time. 

Mrs Pearson will also be joining Conifer Class as a teaching assistant.  

Mrs Nightingale will be joining Year 2 as a teaching assistant. 

Mrs Must will be joining Year R as a teaching assistant (bank staff)  

 

HEADTEACHER COFFEE MORNINGS 

It has been a pleasure to welcome parents into school recently to join me 

for an informal chat and coffee. 

All parents are warmly invited to attend the coffee morning next half term.  

9.00am -9.45am, in the music room on Friday 10th December 

  

 

PTA  

Friends of Silsoe Lower School (PTA) 

A big thank you to everyone who donated to the recent Bag2School collection. It raised £99.  

Our next fundraiser is Christmas cards! The children's Christmas cards designs have been sent off 

to be processed. It was great to see so many lovely festive designs. Xmas4schools will be in touch 

to process your orders.  

All funds raised by the PTA, with your help, go towards funding enrichment programmes, extra 

educational resources and school improvement projects.  

Get involved! The next PTA meeting will be held on Monday 18th October 7.30pm at The Star & 

Garter. This meeting will be specifically to discuss upcoming events for the children. All welcome.  
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HARVEST 

Thank you so much for the 
wonderfully generous Harvest 
gifts that we received. The 
children enjoyed bringing their 
gifts of food to church and 
presenting them to Rev David 
Payne. The food gifts have 
been collected from the church 
and given to Preen food bank.  

 

 

 

 

AUTUMN CELEBRATIONS 

On Thursday 7th October children celebrated 
Harvest time and the arrival of autumn. Our new 
catering company, HCL, prepared a wonderful 
autumn inspired lunch for the children to enjoy. 
The dining hall was decorated with autumn 
colours, flowers, pumpkins and a rather special 
Harvest display. There was a riot of autumn 
colours once all the children joined the hall in their 
autumnal non uniform. The menu was very well 
received and the children enjoyed sharing in the 
meal together.  

 

 

PARENTS EVENING 

It was lovely to be able to welcome so many parents into school over the last week to meet with 

your child’s teacher. Thank you for your support. We hope that you found the meetings helpful and 

enjoyed looking at your child’s work. 

If you were not able to make an appointment and would like to speak to your child’s teacher 

please contact the school office and your child’s teacher will arrange a mutually convenient time 

with you.  

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/


 

 

WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL 

To help us to keep all of our children safe we ask that lunchboxes do not contain any products that 

contain nuts. This is absolutely essential as we do have some children in school with severe nut 

allergies. Thank you for your support with this.  

 

SCHOOL MEALS  

Our catering company have reported that they are starting to see some issues with obtaining 

supplies and are finding that some items are being substituted, for example the lamb slice next 

term will have to be a beef slice as minced lamb is unavailable. We wanted you to be aware that 

there may be some slight menu changes when necessary because of this. Obviously all dietary 

requirements will still be taken into account.  

A menu for next half term is attached to this email. Please don’t forget to log on and book your 

child’s lunch and pay any outstanding monies.  

We’ve also attached the Christmas menu for your perusal. If this is not yet available to book, it will 

be very soon.  

 

 

 

 EYFS ROLE PLAY AREA 
Next term our Early Years topic is Once Upon a Time and Acorn and Chestnut classes would 

like to set up a fairytale role play area. So if you have any items you would be happy to donate 

please do bring them in to the school office or give us a call first if you need to check suitability.  

Some suggestions are… 

 Artificial plants/ivy 

 Fairytale dressing up clothes e.g. princesses, knights, kings, fairies, pigs, wolves etc…. 
 

 Anything else fairy tale related! 
 

STREET TAG 

Street Tag is a new family-friendly game that turns your local area into a virtual playground to 

earn rewards for physical activity, such as walking, running, and cycling. It's a great way to stay 

active and explore local parks and green spaces. 

For further information on Street Tag please use the following link and the letter which is 

attached to this email. https://www.teambedsandluton.co.uk/virtual-school-games 

 

https://www.teambedsandluton.co.uk/virtual-school-games
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PE DAYS & TENNIS 

Please note there is a change to PE days for next half term in Year 3 and 4 as follows… 

Year 3 – Tuesdays and Fridays 

Year 4 – Mondays and Thursdays 

We currently have spaces available in our Friday night tennis club for Year 3 only. Please log on 

to your scopay account if you would like to book for ‘Tennis club Autumn 2’. 

 

 

VIP VISITOR 

Conifer Class had a visit from Festus Akinbusoye, Bedfordshire Police and Crime Commissioner 

today. Festus came to speak to us about his job in the police and how the police keep us safe. He 

talked about bullying and what this is and about how being bullied can make us feel.  

Festus also talked about the importance of self-control and treating others with respect. He spoke 

about how being respectful to others helps us in the wider world; when we get a job, making 

friends and as an adult. Festus helped us to think about how we can all try to be a ‘better person’ 

and to never give up trying.  

He told us lots of interesting stories and we learned about lots of the different types of jobs the 

police do.  

The children really enjoyed listening to Festus and asking him questions. Some of the children 

talked about what they wanted to be when they get older, including maybe working in the police.  

Festus then joined us for birthday cake to celebrate Mitchell and Mrs. Zianne’s birthdays!   

Festus had kindly accepted our invitation to visit us again next half term and meet with other 

classes across the school. 

 

AFFORDABLE SCHOOLWEAR 

Affordable schoolwear have informed us of their new opening hours as follows…  

 

From the 1st November 2021 to 30th June 2022. 

Affordable Schoolwear Opening times for Park Street, Luton Shop will be… 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday             10am to 5pm 

Web orders will remain as normal. 

These changes will take place from the end of half-term. Their website has been updated. 

 

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/


 

 

OPEN AFTERNOONS 

We are holding a number of Open Afternoons for prospective families of children due to start lower 

school in Reception in September 2022. Attached to this email is our flyer. Please do let any 

friends, neighbours or family know this is taking place and ask them to register if they would like to 

visit. 

 

STUDENT NEWS 

Please look at the Student News section on our website to keep up to date with some of the things 
that have been happening in school https://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/student-news 

 

 

AUTUMN TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

1st November  INSET 

2nd November Open Afternoon for New Families for a September 2022 start. 6:00pm 

2nd November Children return to school 

2nd November Vision screening for Reception children 

3rd November STEM Club begins for Year 3&4 

3rd November Open Afternoon for New Families for a September 2022 start. 3:45pm 

4th November Open Afternoon for New Families for a September 2022 start. 3:45pm 

5th November Year 3 Tennis Club starts for 6 weeks.  

11th November Remembrance Service for the school at church.  

12th November Maths sessions. Details have been sent. Please register your attendance. 
Yr 1&2 9:15am 
Yr 3&4 10:30am 
 

1st & 3rd 
December  

PTA Christmas Santa Shop – more details to follow.  

3rd December Panto in school. 

https://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/student-news
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7th & 8th 
December 

Christmas Performances – more details to follow. 

10th December Christmas Jumper Day 

15th December Christmas dinner day. Don’t forget to book via schoolgrid. 

15th December Class Christmas parties  

16th December Christmas Service for the school at church. 

  
Some dates may be subject to change in unavoidable circumstances. 

 

SAFETY ON OUR SCHOOL SITE 

The school car park is only to be accessed by staff, visitors to the school and when previously 

agreed with families with a disability. Please refrain from accessing the car park in your car during 

school drops offs or collections.  

A small number of parents have been observed walking through the car park with their children, or 

allowing their children to run ahead through the car park. We have even seen children 

cycling/scooting through the car park when they’ve collected their bikes/scooters. Staff and visitors 

arrive/depart at different times and vehicles may be moving in the car park at any time of the day. 

Therefore, please use the pedestrian paths provided and do not walk through the car park as 

this could be hazardous. 

 

 

OUR CURRENT VALUE IS: UNITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Silsoe VC Lower School we celebrate our differences and are proud of what 

each member of our school contributes to the united whole! 

 

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/

