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Newsletter  

 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This time of year is always special and it is even more magical in 
a lower school. Over the last few weeks children have been 
learning about the Christmas Story and the real reason that we 
all celebrate Christmas today. They have a good knowledge and 
understanding of the story of Jesus’ birth and the Hope that his 
birth brought to the world. During advent we have continued to 
think about the Peace, Joy and Happiness that God can provide 
and children have carefully considered how we can share and 
spread happiness at this special time of year.  

Thank you to all the children who worked so hard and made a 
values themed decoration for our school Christmas tree. The 
tree, kindly donated by Newbury Farm Plants, looks absolutely 
beautiful in our reception area and is seen daily by everyone in 
our school. Each time we walk past the tree the values themed 
decorations are a wonderful reminder of the peace, love, joy and 
happiness that we try to display in school.  

 

With best wishes,   

Sarah Boyle 

Headteacher 

 

STAFFING 

GOODBYE TO STAFF 

It is with much sadness that we will be saying goodbye to Mrs Coles at the end of this term. She 

will be well known to many families, having been a member of staff at the school for over 15 years, 

she has taught in all year groups and most recently she has been a class teacher in Reception, 

getting to know children and their families as they start their educational journey at Silsoe. Mrs 

Coles currently teaches in Chestnut class, in addition to being our school Special Educational 

Needs Coordinator (SENCO). Mrs Coles has worked tirelessly as a SENCO supporting children 

with additional needs and their families. She is extremely passionate about providing high quality 

support for children with special educational needs and is a valued member of the staff team, 

providing support and sharing her knowledge and expertise with the teachers and teaching 

assistants. Mrs Coles is leaving us to pursue her interest in Special Needs further and will be 

teaching in a special school in January. We would like to thank her for everything she has done, 

over the many years for the children at Silsoe VC Lower School, and we wish her all the very best 

as she embarks on a new journey in a special school setting. 



Sadly we will also be saying goodbye to Mrs Gillespie at the end of this term. Mrs Gillespie is a 

Teaching Assistant, currently working in year 4 in Oak class. She has supported children across 

the school, mostly working in classes in Key Stage 2 preparing our older children for their move to 

middle school. She has supported the teaching and learning in class as well as working more 

closely with individual children who have specific special educational needs. We thank her for all 

that she has done during her time at Silsoe Lower School. Mrs Gillespie is looking forward to 

spending more time with her family and being able to go on long winter walks in Wrest Park. We 

hope that she may pop in and visit us when she can.  

We will miss both members of staff but wish them all the best for the future. 

 

WELCOME TO NEW STAFF 

I am delighted to inform you that we have appointed a new teacher who will be taking over from 

Mrs Coles in Chestnut Class. We look forward to welcoming Mrs D Bailey to our team in January. 

Mrs Bailey is an experienced teacher and has worked for a number of years in Key Stage 1 and 

Reception.  Mrs Bailey will also be working with the Year 1 team.  

I am pleased to inform you that Mrs Wright, our Year 1 leader, will be taking on the role of SENCO 

across the school. Mrs Wright has had a keen interest in supporting children with special 

educational needs for many years, gaining the National Award Special Educational Needs 

Coordination (NASENCO) a number of years ago. She is delighted to be taking on this role and is 

very much looking forward to working with children and families across the school.  

We welcome a new Teaching Assistant (TA) to the team; Mrs Cole. Mrs Cole is an experienced 

TA and we look forward to welcoming her to our team.   

I am also pleased to share that Mrs Johnson (TA) will be increasing her hours in school and 

joining the school as a full time teaching Assistant.  

We are continuing to recruit for Teaching Assistants to support individual children with special 

educational needs. If this role is of interest to you or someone you know, please do contact the 

school office for more information.  

 

PTA FUNDRAISING 

The PTA have been working incredibly hard over the 

last few weeks purchasing, wrapping and then selling 

the Christmas gifts in our Santa Shop. The children 

thoroughly enjoyed the experience of going shopping 

and really enjoyed choosing a special gift for their 

family members, including their pets! 

It is a great pleasure to announce that the Santa 

Shop raised an astonishing £1992.70! A huge thank 

you to all the PTA team who worked so hard over a 

number of weeks to make this happen.   

Thank you so much to everyone that bought a Christmas gift and an additional thanks to those 

parents that gave that little bit extra which has made an even greater impact. We are enormously 

grateful for all of your support. 
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OUTDOOR LEARNING 

We are absolutely delighted with our new outdoor classroom and adventure trail. Both are now in 

place and almost ready to be enjoyed by the children. I am sure that the classroom will be well 

used for outdoor lessons in addition to being used at lunchtimes for clubs, first aid, drinks station 

etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our adventure trail is a wonderful addition to our existing outdoor activities and we are thrilled with 

how fabulous it looks and I know the children are going to thoroughly enjoy exploring it whilst 

developing their gross motor skills, resilience and perseverance! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/


CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY 

On Friday 10th December we 

will be supporting the charity 

‘Save the Children’ and 

children have the option of 

wearing a Christmas jumper 

or festive coloured top to 

school with their usual 

school uniform.  

This year if you would like to 

donate to ‘Save the Children’ 

please do so directly using 

the link below.  

Pay in your Christmas Jumper Day fundraising | Save the Children UK 

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH AND CLASS PARTY 

On Wednesday 15th December we will be celebrating Christmas with a 

special Christmas lunch. We will continue to stagger lunchtimes and space 

children in the hall in line with our Covid risk assessment. If you would like 

your child to have a Christmas lunch please ensure this is ordered and paid 

for (if applicable) via schoolgrid. 

Classes will continue the Christmas celebrations in their classrooms during the afternoon and will 

be hosting a class party. Children can come to school in their party clothes/Christmas jumper. 

Please ensure that party clothes are appropriate to wear in school; all classrooms are well 

ventilated at all times and therefore are slightly cooler so a jumper or cardigan is essential.  

 

SAFETY ON OUR SCHOOL SITE AND IN OUR 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 

Unfortunately we continue to have a small number of people who are 

walking, cycling or scooting with their children across the car park, this is not 

safe or permitted. The car park is not a safe place to walk as vehicles come 

and go frequently, we ask that all families use the paths provided and model 

to their children following the rules to keep everyone safe.  

Scooters should not be ridden on the school site. The footpath at the back of the school is 

particularly narrow and scooters can cause a hazard and catch people that are walking. Please 

ensure that children disembark and do not ride their scooter on site.  

Thank you to everyone who is following the one way system around the outside of the school, this  

is in place to ease the flow of traffic around school and is particularly helpful where we have 

narrow paths and families with pushchairs and a number of children walking with them. This 

enables us to avoid congestion points at all times and especially now when we are trying to reduce 

close proximity within large groups due to Covid. We ask that the one way system is respected by 

all.  

 

https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/donate/single/donation-eventpay-00080
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We have also had some of our neighbours contacting us highlighting some dangerous parking by 

our parents at drop off and pick up time. Please do not park on double yellow lines or the zig zag 

lines outside school. They are there to help keep us all safe on our travels home, be that by foot, 

car, bike or scooter. We have also had a couple of comments about the speed that cars are 

travelling, particularly up Obelisk Way. We would ask that you please be considerate of our 

neighbours.  

 

HEADTEACHER COFFEE MORNING POSTPONED 

Unfortunately our planned coffee morning on 10TH December has been 

postponed due to current Covid restrictions in school. 

I hope that we can reschedule these events in January.  

 

SALVATION ARMY TOY APPEAL 

We had a lovely email from the lady who organised this and came and collected your amazing 
donations. Over 90 toys were collected last Friday and delivered to Luton Salvation Army on 
Monday morning. Thank you again, the response was fantastic. 

As a thank you to the local community there will be a Salvation Army carol service SUNDAY 12th 

DECEMBER at 4PM on the grass area at the front of the new estate (Obelisk Way). Feel free to 

come out with your deck chairs and mugs of hot chocolate and enjoy the beautiful sounds of the 

band.  

 

STUDENT NEWS 

Please look at the Student News section on our website to keep up to date with some of the things 
that have been happening in school https://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/student-news 

 

AUTUMN TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

10th December  Christmas jumper day  

15th December  Christmas lunch 
Christmas party day -  

17th December  Last day of term 

  

4th January  Children return to school 
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OUR CURRENT VALUE IS: HAPPINESS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are currently reflecting on the value of Happiness and are thinking about how we can support 

each other in being happy and make sure our school is a happy place to learn. 

 


