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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope that you all had a restful and enjoyable Easter. We were so fortunate with the weather 
during the holiday and it has been such a joy to return to school this week with the sun shining!  

The teachers and teaching assistants were all extremely busy during our training day and were 
focussed on our school priorities; further developing their knowledge, skills and understanding to 
enable them to support and develop our children in the most effective way during the next term.  

The children have made a really positive start to the summer term and it was wonderful to all meet 
together in the hall for our whole school worship this week. Our current value is ‘Simplicity’ and 
during our worship on Wednesday we listened to Louis Armstrong’s ‘What a Wonderful World’ and 
enjoyed a time of reflection. The children were able to contribute to 
our discussion and offered extremely thoughtful comments reflecting 
on how we can find time and space to pause and reflect in our busy 
lives and appreciate the simple things around us. Children from 
Reception to Year 4 were able to share their experiences of having 
some quiet time at home and school, discussing where they like to 
go and what they like to do. We are so fortunate here in Silsoe that 
in addition to our reflection areas in each classroom and around 
school, that our beautiful village and school is surrounded by trees, 
fields and parkland and we have so much to be grateful for. We 
finished our worship by listening to a passage from the Bible, 
Matthew 6, Verse 25-34 and discussed how God doesn’t want us to 
worry about material things but be reassured that he will look after us and take care of us.  

We are all very much looking forward to the term ahead. The children will have the opportunity to 
experience some wonderful and engaging lessons, enjoy a variety of enrichment activities both 
during the school day and a number of different activities offered before or after the school day. 
We look forward to sharing these with you as the term progresses.  

With best wishes,   

Sarah Boyle 

Headteacher 

 

PTA DISCO 

I would like to extend a huge thank you to the PTA team who did a tremendous job organising, 

planning and preparing for our end of term disco. It was fabulous to see so many children from the 

school coming together to enjoy themselves, dancing and having fun together. Thank you to all the 

parents and members of staff who gave up their time on the last day of term to support the disco, it 

was greatly appreciated. It was a great success and in addition to the children enjoying 

themselves, which is the primary purpose, the disco raised a super amount for the school funds. 

Thank you all for supporting it.  



 

UKRAINE APPEAL 

Thank you to everyone who very generously donated stationery and medicines to this appeal. We 

were sent a picture of our donations, alongside those from the Just Be A Child charity, loaded up 

and ready to make its journey to orphanages on the borders of Ukraine and Poland. I’m sure you 

will agree that these donations will make a great difference to the children finding themselves in 

these orphanages, so thank you once again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 

Please see below for updated guidance regarding Covid-19.  

Children or adults with mild symptoms such as a runny nose, sore throat, or mild cough, who are 

otherwise well, can continue to attend their education or childcare setting. Children or adults who 

are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and where possible, avoid contact 

with other people. They can go back to their education or childcare setting when they no longer 

have a high temperature, and they are well enough. 

 

It is not recommended that children and young people are tested for COVID-19 unless directed to 
by a health professional. 
If, however, a child has had a positive COVID-19 test result they should try to stay at home and 
avoid contact with other people for 3 days after the day they took the test if they can. After 3 
days, if they feel well and do not have a high temperature, the risk of passing the infection on to 
others is much lower. This is because children and young people tend to be infectious to other 
people for less time than adults. 
Children and young people who usually go to school, college, or childcare and who live with 
someone who has a positive COVID-19 test result should continue to attend as normal. 
 

Symptoms of COVID-19 can include:  
 a high temperature or shivering (chills) – a 

high temperature means you feel hot to 
touch on your chest or back (you do not need 
to measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means 
coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or 
more coughing episodes in 24 hours 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or 
taste 

 shortness of breath 

 feeling tired or exhausted 
 an aching body 
 a headache 
 a sore throat 
 a blocked or runny nose 
 loss of appetite 
 diarrhoea 
 feeling sick or being sick 

The symptoms are very similar to symptoms of other illnesses, such as colds and flu. 
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CHICKEN POX 

We are aware of a few children who have recently experienced chickenpox. If your child develops 

chickenpox they will need to stay away from school until all the spots have formed a scab. This is 

usually 5 days after the spots appeared. 

For further advice regarding chickenpox and treatment of symptoms etc. please see the NHS 

guidance. https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/ or seek advice from your GP. 

 

UNIFORM  

If you have any queries regarding what your child should be wearing to school please see our 

uniform policy, available on the school website, which clearly explains the uniform. There are also 

details about where uniform can be purchased from. If you have any questions or difficulties 

please speak to your child’s class teacher or the school office who will be happy to help.  

A few reminders below regarding jewellery and appropriate hair for school.  

JEWELLERY 

Jewellery, make-up and nail varnish are not to be worn in school. However, children who have 

pierced ears may wear a pair of small, plain studs, one in each ear. Watches may be worn but 

these must not be a Fitbit or a smart technology model. 

Studs and watches will be expected to be removed for PE lessons and pupils remain responsible 

for these items.  We would therefore ask if your children is unable to remove these independently 

you refrain from sending them into school wearing this jewellery. 

HAIR 

Hairstyles for both boys and girls are expected to be neat and tidy.  The school does not permit 
children to have ‘extreme’ haircuts, such as Mohicans, patterns or colours that could serve as a 
distraction to other children. Long hair must be tied back for both girls and boys.  If your child has a 
long fringe that hangs over their eyes and may prevent them from seeing their work clearly we ask 
that they wear a hairband. Only basic hair accessories are to be worn i.e. scrunchies, bobbles and 
modest headbands suitable for an active day at school. We ask that any hair accessories are plain 
black, white or school colours. We do not permit hand bands with additional ‘ears’ or big bows etc. 

SUN PROTECTION  

We are moving into the time of year when the weather is improving and sun protection is even 

more necessary.  

We are usually outside at lunchtime which is during the hottest part of the day and therefore it is 

essential that children have a sun hat in school for additional sun protection. Sun cream is also 

advisable, please ensure that sun cream is applied at home, prior to your child coming into school.  

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/


Please be aware that some sun creams contain nut products and therefore could cause an issue 

for children or staff in school who have nut allergies. Please do not use a sun cream which 

contains nuts if your child is coming into school.  

 

WATER BOTTLES 

Please ensure that your child comes to school with a filled water bottle, to ensure they remain 

hydrated bottles can be refilled with water throughout the day. 

Juice is not permitted for sipping throughout the day as this can cause tooth decay. However, 

children have access throughout the whole day to water. If you wish for your child to have a juice 

drink they are able to have this with their lunchtime meal. 

 

STAFFING 

FINAL FAREWELL TO MRS GOLDER 

As you will be aware from previous newsletters, sadly we said a final farewell to Mrs Golder at the 
end of the spring term, after over thirty years of service to the school. We are extremely grateful 
for everything that Mrs Golder has done for our children over the many years. In addition to 
working as a Higher Level Teaching Assistant she was also a wonderful Care Club manager for 
many years. She worked across many year groups as well as in Conifer during her time at Silsoe 
Lower. I expect every single child in the school will have experience and fond memories of being 
in a classroom with Mrs Golder at some point. She had a huge impact on many areas across the 
school and gave 110% in everything she did. We are thankful for all the support she provided to 
children in our school over the many years and we will miss her greatly. Mrs Golder was treated to 
a special celebration where the children from each class presented her with a handmade card. 
She was also presented with a number of beautiful gifts from the school. We know that Mrs Golder 
is going to enjoy some well-deserved relaxation time in her garden, visiting friends and family etc. 
However I am sure that she will pop back and visit us at some point in the future.  

 

CAR PARK 

Please can we remind parents again that our staff and visitors car park should not be used for 
drop offs and collections. Please only use the disabled parking spaces if this has been agreed with 
school and you are displaying a Disabled badge in your windscreen.  

 

 

 



Silsoe VC Lower School, Chestnut Avenue, Silsoe, Bedford MK45 4GP 
www.silsoeschool.co.uk 

   01525 860 247  

 

TERM TIME ABSENCES 

We are receiving quite a high number of Leave of Absence requests from parents and, whilst we can be 
sympathetic to recent circumstances which have led to many plans having to be changed and amended, 
we would like to remind parents that we cannot authorise leave for term time holidays under any 
circumstances.  Any unauthorised absence of 10 sessions (5 days) or more within a 12 week period could 
be eligible for a Penalty Notice. This process is initiated by the school but carried out by Central 
Bedfordshire Council. Please see our Attendance policy for further information.  

1 day = 2 sessions (am and pm) 

 

RECRUITMENT 

CURRENT VACANCIES 

We are currently advertising for the following roles: 

 Class teacher (Maternity cover) 

 Teaching Assistants (temporary contract) 

 Teaching Assistant SEN (permanent contract) 

 Before & After School Club Manager (permanent contract)  
 

For more details and an application form, please visit Vacancies - Silsoe Church of England VC 

Lower School (silsoeschool.co.uk) 

If you are interested in any of the roles and would like a further discussion about them please do 

get in touch to arrange a conversation with Mrs Boyle.  

 

 

SUMMER TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

 Year 2 Friday Tennis Club 
22nd April – 27th May 3:30-4:30pm Collect from main entrance.  
Year 3 swimming 
22nd April – 27th May 

28th April Oak class Parents Meeting (rescheduled) 
Emails have been sent. Please sign up through scopay. 

4th May Bikeability for Year 4.  
More information will following regarding bringing bikes in.  

 12th May Reception to Woodside Farm. 
Please give consent through your scopay account as soon as possible. 

 16th-18th May Year 4 to Grafham 

 24th May Year 1 to Mountfitchet Castle – more information to follow. 

 27th May School breaks up 

 7th June Return to school 
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OUR CURRENT VALUE IS: Simplicity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


