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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am sure that most of you are now aware that sadly during the half term holiday our wonderful 
new outdoor classroom was targeted and unfortunately destroyed. This week I have liaised with 
the Fire Brigade and Police who are continuing to investigate the matter. I have also spoken to 
Setter Play who originally installed the outdoor classroom for us and we have also begun our 
insurance claim. We are in the process of arranging for the remains of the classroom to be safely 
removed and are in discussions regarding a re-build in conjunction with increased security 
measures.  

I would like to express my deep gratitude to everyone who has offered their support for our school 
over the last week. Your kind words and offer of physical and financial help has been very much 
appreciated and demonstrates how fortunate we are to be part of such a wonderful school 
community, thank you.  

In our collective worship this week I have talked to the children about what has unfortunately 
happened to the outdoor classroom. It was important to also explain what we are doing about it 
and reassure them about how procedures and measures in place and the adults in school 
continue to keep them safe whilst they are at school.  

The children have had a really positive first week back at school. Thank you for sending them to 
school looking so smart, well rested following a good night’s sleep and after a healthy breakfast. 
We can really see the positive impact of this in lessons because the children are alert, enthusiastic 
and ready to learn.  

With best wishes,   

Sarah Boyle 

Headteacher 

 

WORLD BOOK DAY 

We are looking forward to celebrating World Book Day on 

Thursday 3rd March. Books and reading are greatly valued 

at Silsoe VC Lower School and we encourage a reading 

culture from the moment the children join our school. We are 

fortunate to have a wonderful library, a comprehensive 

reading scheme which is matched to our phonics for our 

younger readers and includes exciting and challenging texts.  

On world book day children are invited to dress up as a favourite book character, if they wish to. 

We will be immersing ourselves in a variety of texts during the school day and all school staff will 

have an opportunity to read to the children. In our next newsletter we will share some of the 

reading activities that occurred on world book day in addition to sharing some of the regular 

reading activities and learning that takes place in school.  



WELLIES! TROUSERS! 

Do you have any spare pairs of wellies lying around at home that you would be happy to donate to 

school? We are looking for about 8 pairs of wellies sizes 2, 3 and 4. To avoid receiving hundreds 

of wellies into the school office please could you drop us an email if you do have any and then we 

can reply if we still require them? Thank you so much. Sizes 2, 3 and 4 only please! 

 

We also need some spare trousers age 8/9. Again, please let the office know if you have any to 

donate and we can let you know if we still require some. 

  

COVID-19 MEASURES 

This week schools have received updated guidance from the government regarding Covid-19. 

Today we have also received updated guidance from our local public health team.  

Our local public health team has requested that staff continue to wear face masks in communal 

areas in school until 11th March, when this will be reviewed.  

Face masks are no longer required to be worn outside on the school site by parents or staff.  

We continue to comply with the control measures set out in the DfE Schools Covid-19 operational 

guidance.   

 Ensuring good hygiene for everyone. 

 Maintaining appropriate cleaning regimes. 

 Keeping occupied spaces well ventilated. 

 Following public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of 

COVID-19. 

We are delighted that we are in a positon for our whole school to meet together and over the next 

few weeks we will start to move towards year group, key stage and whole school face to face 

worship.  

If we reach an outbreak situation our risk assessment and Covid measures will be re-assessed, in 

liaison with our local public health team and it may be necessary to reinstate some measures.  

From Thursday 24 February, the Government removed the legal requirement to self-isolate 
following a positive test. However, the guidance COVID-19: people with COVID-19 and their 
contacts, published 24 February 2022 clearly outlines that: Children and young people and staff 
with COVID-19 should not attend their education setting while they are infectious. They 
may take an LFD test from 5 days after their symptoms started (or the day their test was 
taken if they did not have symptoms) followed by another one the next day (24 hours 
apart). If both these test results are negative, they should return to their educational 
setting, as long as they feel well enough to do so and do not have a temperature. 

*If no negative test results are received prior to day 10 then self-isolation finishes at 
midnight on day 10*  

 

Please see the attached Parent Flowchart for further guidance regarding symptoms, testing and 

self-isolation.  

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMjUuNTM5OTIwOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvY292aWQtMTktcGVvcGxlLXdpdGgtY292aWQtMTktYW5kLXRoZWlyLWNvbnRhY3RzL2NvdmlkLTE5LXBlb3BsZS13aXRoLWNvdmlkLTE5LWFuZC10aGVpci1jb250YWN0cyJ9.c350ok3XakFJc8FpIgHVOQdZqRuw46gnv0BUtgeod50/s/1019596449/br/127159737193-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMjUuNTM5OTIwOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvY292aWQtMTktcGVvcGxlLXdpdGgtY292aWQtMTktYW5kLXRoZWlyLWNvbnRhY3RzL2NvdmlkLTE5LXBlb3BsZS13aXRoLWNvdmlkLTE5LWFuZC10aGVpci1jb250YWN0cyJ9.c350ok3XakFJc8FpIgHVOQdZqRuw46gnv0BUtgeod50/s/1019596449/br/127159737193-l
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PARENT CONSULTATIONS 

A letter has been emailed out today regarding booking your Parent Consultation meeting. They will 

be held on the 15th and 17th March from 4:00pm until 7:00pm. You will be able to book your 

appointment from your Scopay account from Sunday 27th February at 7:00pm. Bookings will close 

on Sunday 13th March at 7:00pm to allow time for appointment and visitor lists to be printed and 

books to be prepared. Please see the letter for more details. 

 

YOUR CHILD’S ATTENDANCE 

Attendance 
At Silsoe VC Lower School, monitoring attendance and punctuality is very important to us as poor 
attendance and lateness has proven to hinder not only a child’s academic achievement, but their social and 
emotional development as well. For these areas of development to progress as smoothly as possible, we 
set a highly aspirational expectation on attendance of 97% or above. 
 
We monitor the school’s attendance regularly throughout the year, frequently in partnership with the Local 
Authority School Attendance Officer. She checks our registers, talks to us about our children’s attendance 
levels and advises us on process. When looking through our attendance information recently, she noted 
how many children were absent from school with explanations being that they were “a bit poorly” or 
“unwell”. We understand that there are times when children are too poorly to be in school due to a specific 
illness and staying at home is the best place for them. However, if your son/daughter is just feeling a little 
under the weather we encourage you to give him/her some paracetamol and send them to school, usually 
they feel brighter once at school. If they should deteriorate and are really not well enough to be in school, 
please be assured that we will contact you.  
We also understand and recognise that we are following local guidance and asking parents to take their 
children for a LFT or PCR test if they display symptoms of Covid-19. This information is taken into account 
when children’s attendance levels are analysed.  
 
Our Attendance Policy also outlines the steps we take to inform you of your child’s attendance and how we 
address falling or concerning attendance levels. Please see the policy on our website for further details. 

With regard to term time absence there is a process we have to follow set out by Central 
Bedfordshire Council. A Leave of Absence form can be obtained from the office but please be 
aware that we cannot authorise leave for term time holidays. Any unauthorised absence of 10 
sessions (5 days) or more within a 12 week period could be eligible for a Penalty Notice. This 
process is initiated by the school but carried out by Central Bedfordshire Council. Please see our 
Attendance policy for further information.  

1 day = 2 sessions (am and pm) 

We would like to remind you of our attendance policy where it asks parents to ring in as early as possible 
with the reason for their child’s absence. The reason given needs to be more than ‘ill’ or ‘unwell’, please be 
as specific as possible. Communication with the school office about your child’s absence needs to be by 
9.30am please as this also enables us to safeguard children and ensure that we contact parents as soon 
as possible if a child has not arrived at school.  
 
If you have a medical appointment during the school day, the ladies in the office require sight of evidence of 
that appointment; it could be an appointment card, a letter or a text confirmation. Again a note will be made 
on the register that evidence has been seen. We would request that, where possible, non-urgent 
appointments are made outside of school hours.  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.silsoeschool.co.uk/


A quick reminder about punctuality; children need to be in their classrooms by 8.55am please. If your child 
arrives at school after the gate has been locked and they are signed in at reception this will be recorded as 
a ‘late’ in the register and you will be asked to provide a reason for the lateness. If your child is late into 
school they may miss the main teaching input into the lesson and this could impact upon your child’s 
understanding and attainment, so please aim to be at school on time! 
We really appreciate your support in raising the importance of good school attendance and punctuality with 
your children. If you need any support with this please speak to the class teacher or make an appointment 
to see Mrs Shires or Mrs Boyle. 

 

CONTACT 

Could we please remind parents to RING the school if you have messages to pass on for that day. 

Many have been emailing with pick up arrangements and emails are not always checked 

immediately especially when the office is exceptionally busy. It may be the end of the day before 

we catch up with emails and then it’s often too late. Your assistance with this would be really 

appreciated. 

 

RECRUITMENT 

CURRENT VACANCIES 

We are currently advertising for the following roles: 

• Teaching Assistants (temporary contract) 

• Teaching Assistant SEN (permanent contract) 

• Before & After School Club Manager (permanent contract) 

 

For more details and an application form, please visit Vacancies - Silsoe Church of England VC 

Lower School (silsoeschool.co.uk)  

 

SAFER INTERNET USE 

Earlier this week we held a virtual digital safeguarding session with Sally Simmonds from 

Bedfordshire Police Community Safety Team  

We hope that the parents who attended found this useful and are more informed about ways in 

which we can help to keep our children safe in the digital world.  

If you were unable to attend but would like further information please see the leaflet sent out prior 

to half term or contact the school office who will put you in touch with either our Computing and 

Safeguarding leaders and/or Bedfordshire Police Community Safety Team. 
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SPRING TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

 Year 4 Friday Tennis Club 
25/2 – 3:30-4:30         11/3 – 3:30-4:30      18/3 – 3:30-4:30     25/3 – 3:30-5:30 

28th February Chicks arrive in reception classes 

2nd March Year 3 Faith Tour – Please check letter for details. Head covering and 
vegetarian packed lunch required! 

3rd March  World Book Day – see information above. 

14th March British Science Week – the theme is Growth.  

15th & 17th 
March 

Parents Evenings – booking opens in scopay on Sunday 27th at 7pm. Please 
check letter sent today. 

1ST April Hop Bop Disco   4pm-5pm Reception, Yr1 & Yr2 
                           5:30pm-6:30pm Year 3 & Yr 4 
More information will follow.  

   BREAK-UP 

 19TH April Staff Training 

20th April Children return to school 

 

 

OUR CURRENT VALUE IS: PATIENCE  
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